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Evangelism,  religious  liberty  examined 


Joint  Committee  conference 
lambasts  Christian  Right 


WASHINGTON  —  Speakers  at  a  evangelism  for  the  American  Baptist  Baptists  to  be  in  the  vanguard  of  pro-  Reagan  administration  has  “launched 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Ai-  Churches,  said  the  “magnetism  of  the  tecting  the  right  to  dissent.  the  most  extraordinary  attempt  to  re¬ 

fairs  conference  on  evangelism  and  re-  gospel”  attracts  persons  to  Christ,  not  “Madelyn  Murray  O’Hair  has  the  distribute  the  wealth  of  this  country 
ligious  liberty  here  took  swipes  at  the  government  support.  “Authentic  same  constitutional  rightto  a  platform  from  the  poor  to  the  very  rich.” 
“New  Right’’  in  Christianity,  the  evangelism  cannot  stoop  to  illegiti-  as  does  Billy  Graham,”  he  said.  Jim  Wallis,  editor  of  Sojourners 

Reagan  administration’s  policies  on  mate  ways,"  he  declared.  Walter  E.  Faun  troy,  pastor  of  New  magazine,  told  participants  “There  is 

Criticizing  the  New  Right,  Leon  Bethel  Baptist  Church  of  Washington,  no  safety  net  That  is  a  lie.  I  want  to 
McBeth,  professor  of  church  history  at  and  the  District  of  Columbia  delegate  testify  to  the  falsehood  of  that  public 
Southwestern  Seminary,  said  there  is  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  said  policy.’’ 

a  new  and  unprecedented  move  by  the  growing  influence  of  Moral  Major-  Wallis,  who  is  serving  a  30-day  jail 

ity  is  “declaring  bad  news”  to  the  na-  sentence  on  weekends  for  protesting 
tion.  an  arms  exhibit,  said,  “God’s  passion 

“They  are  trying  to  apply  Christian  for  poor  people”  has  been  cut  out  of  too 
principles  to  a  narrow  range  of  secoo-  much  of  American  evangelism, 
dary  issues,  but  refusing  to  apply  “Evangelism  in  the  D.C.  jail  and  in 
Christian  principles  to  a  broad  range  the  city,”  he  said,  “must  have  cent- 
of  primary  issues.”  rally  to  do  with  the  fact  that  the  gospel 

He  said  he  opposes  abortion,  but  also  is  good  news  to  the  poor  people.  If  it  is 
is  concerned  with  “the  child  after  it  is  not  good  news  to  the  poor  people,  it  is 
‘true  evangelism'  which  involves  the  novators  who  have  departed  from  the  born,”  as  he  decried  reductions  in  the  not  good  news  to  most  of  the  people  in 
freedomtoacceptorreject  God ’s  off*  teachings  and  practices  of  our  Baptist  school  lunch  and  other  federal  plans  this  city.” 

™  forefathers.”  designed  to  aid  the  “poor  and  naked  Jeffrey  K.  Hadden,  a  professor  at 

McBeth,  who  warned  that  if  the  and  imprisoned.”  the  University  of  Virginia  and  co- 

( Continued  on  page  3) 


the  poor,  and  “electronic  denomina¬ 
tions.” 

And  one  Baptist  speaker  found 
agreement  with  a  Jewish  speaker  on 

the  idea  that  there  is  a  difference  bet-  conservative  churchmen 
ween  evangelism  and  proadytization  part  of  the  new  Christian 
Jimmy  Allen,  president  of  the  South-  join  “the  hue  and  cry  to  1 
ern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television  and  redefine  the  nature  i 
Commission,  agreed  with  Marc  Tan-  religious  liberty.” 
nenbaum,  interreligious  affairs  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  American  Jewish  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  limits  of  evangelism.  Said 
Allen,  “Baptists  are  committed  to 
‘true  evangelism’  which  involves  the 

f  ‘  ;  - 

of  grace  in  Jesus  Christ”  ’ 

Emmett  V.  Johnson,  director  of 

7}  p  "government  can  regulate  unpopular 

^  /"'I  rtT  £vri  "I"  groups,  it  can  regulate  popular 

y  CtCEr  groups,”  charged  that  “comfortable 

people”  may  not  be  able  to  maintain 
the  pressure  necessary  to  retain  re- 
_  ligious  liberty. 

TPTTT1  Not  suffering 

ill  “We’re  not  suffering  any  more"  he 

said.  “When  we  were  having  a  rough 
_  .  ,  .  .  .  time,  we  spoke  out  strongly  for  religi- 

Episcopal  Church  enacted  8  new  —  -  - .  -  - 

canon  claiming  local  church  property 
in  cases  of  secession. 

-Left  standing  a  Wisconsin  ruling 
that  a  state  resident  who  donated  his 
farm  to  Herbert  Armstrong’s  Ambas¬ 
sador  College  was  entitled  to  declare 
the  deed  null  and  void  when  he  de¬ 
monstrated  to  the  court’s  satisfaction 
that  the  deed  was  the  product  of  “un¬ 
due  influence”  by  church  officials. 

-Agreed  not  to  review  an  Illu»is 


DIFFERENT  BARS — Lou  Anne  and  Larry  Baker,  SBC  missionaries  in  Ecuador 
hover  over  Amy  Jean,  their  six-week-old  daughter  who  had  successful  emergency 
surgery  at  Nashville's  Vanderbilt  Hospital.  Just  days  before.  Baker  was  staring 
through  jail  bars  after  accidently  hitting  an  Ecuadorian  boy  with  his  car.  Now  it 
appears  Baker  will  be  nominated  tor  Ecuador's  highest  civilian  award  tor  saving  the 
boy's  life  following  the  accident.  (BP)  photo  by  Bob  Mack.‘(Story  on  page  5). 


By  Linda  Lawson  In  addition  to  the  disappearance  of 

-  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— Three  small  Bibles  from  both  exhibits', 
ous  liberty.  Historically ,  people  under  Southern  Baptist  exhibitors  at  the  re-  Aderholt  said  many  people  pulled  out 
pressure  have  been  the  most  ardent  cent  Moscow  International  Book  Fair  paper  and  pencils  and  sat  down  to  copy 
for  religious  liberty.  We  have  yet  to  see  were  not  upset  that  several  Bibles  and  portions  of  the  Scriptures  and  other 
whether  a  comfortable  people  can  other  books  disappeared  from  their  books. 

m“!ta2,^i?iousliberty;'  _  bo0**®  Under  guidelines  of  the 

Two  Baptist  members  of  the  United  James  Clark,  executive  vice  presi-  government-sponsored  six-day  fair, 
States  Congress  also  told  participants  dent  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  exhibitors  could  not  sell  or  give  books 
about  challenges  to  religious  liberty  Board,  Dessel  Aderholt,  director  of  the  away!  However,  the  government  re- 


By  Stan  Has  try 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Atheist 
Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  sustained 
two  separate  losses  as  the  U.S.  Sup¬ 
reme  Court  refused  to  disturb  lower 
court  rulings  upholding  the  legality  of 
invocations  at  city  council  meetings 
and  of  Christian  and  Jewish  holiday 
displays  in  the  rotunda  of  a  state 
capitol. 

The  rulings  were  among  the  first 
handed  down  by  the  court  as  it  began 
it#  1981-82  term  on  the  first  Monday  of 
October. 

O’Hair  challenged  the  custom  of 
opening  each  meeting  of  the  Austin, 

Texas ,  city  council  with  prayer  and  the 
practice  of  displaying  a  nativity  scene 
and  a  Jewish  menorah  in  the  Texas 
state  capitol,  also  in  Austin. 

She  and  her  younger  son,  Jon, 
brought  suit  against  the  city  of  Austin 
and  state  of  Texas  in  the  two  actions. 

She  lost  her  cases  in  the  federal  dis¬ 
trict  court  and  appeals  to  the  Fifth  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  New  Orleans.  FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)—? 

At  the  nation’s  high  court,  all  jus-  U.S.  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
tices  agreed  to  deny  the  appeals,  ex-  New  Orleans  has  denied  a  request  I 
cept  for  senior  member  William  J.  Southwestern  Baptist  Theologic 
Brennan  Jr.,  who  indicated  he  voted  to  Seminary  for  a  hearing  before  the  fi 
hear  the  challenge  to  nativity  scenes  court  in  the  seminary’s  four-year-o 
and  menorahs  at  the  capitol.  lawsuit  with  the  Equal  Employme 

In  addition  to  the  O’Hair  rejections.  Opportunity  Commission, 
the  court  also  took  action  in  the  follow-  Seminary  President  Russell  H.  D 
ing  religion-related  cases :  day  JjrAaid  the  seminary  has  not  6 

-Left  standing  a  Nebraska  Supreme  cided  what  action  to  take  next.  I 
Court  holding  that  churcfh-related  reason  for  the  denial  was  given  by  tl 
schools  must  comply  with  minimum  court. 

state  standards  for  teachers.  A  Neb-  In  a  July  17  decision,  the  circt 

raska  law  requiring  all  school  court  had  ruled  the  seminary  was 

teachers  to  have  at  least  a  bac-  “wholly”  religious  institution  entiti 

calaureate  degree  is  reasonably  re-  to  the  status  of  a  church,  but  th 

lated  to  the  state's  “compelling  in-  ^  _ 

terest”  in  the  quality  of  education,  the  MpTUnrlal 

lower  court  ruled  earlier.  The  chai- 

lenge  to  the  law  was  brought  by  Faith  • 

Baptist  Church,  Louisville,  Neb.,  an  111  IVlCIUpfllS 
independent  congregation.  .  ,  T  1  , 

-Let  stand  rulings  in  a  pair  of  church  aQQ«  iPTlTIlTiP'S 

property  disputes  decided  earlier  in  ^ 


California.  Both  cases  involved  con¬ 
gregations  which  had  seceded  from 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  In 
one,  a  state  court  ruled  that  after  the 
split  the  property  belonged  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  because  nothing  in  its  arti¬ 
cles  of  incorporation  or  in  the  canons 
or  rules  of  the  national  church  ceded 
property  rights  to  the  mother  body. 

But  the  same  court,  in  a  separate 
action,  held  that  another  Episcopal 
congregation  must  give  back  its  prop¬ 
erty  to  the  national  body  because,  it 
was  incorporated  After  the  Protestant 


fair  where  attendance  exceeded  decide  on  purchasing  rights.  The 
1(5,000.  books  are  “Only  the  Pure  In  Heart 

Clark  and  Aderholt  manned  the  Service,”  by  Tennessee  State  Univer- 
exhibit  for  Broadman  and  Holman,  the  sity  women’s  track  coach  Ed  Temple, 
Bible  publishing  division  of  the  board,  and  “A  Whole  New  Ball  Game,”  by 
BoyddirectedthePCPAexhibitfortbe  University  of  Mississippi  football 
biennial  fair  which  included  two  large  coach  Steve  Sloan, 
buildings  of  exhibits  by  technical,  art,  Boyd  said  common  questions  in¬ 
religious  and  general  publishers.  eluded:  Do  you  really  believe  in  God? 

In  addition  to  Bibles,  other  popular  Do  you  really  practice  your  religion? 
book  topics  in  the  exhibits  were  home  Do  you  sell  a  lot  of  religious  books  in 
and  family  life  and  sex  education,  said  the  United  States?  Do  many  people  go 
Aderholt  Several  copies  of  a  Broad-  to  church  in  your  country?  Are  Bibles 
man  book,  “Thank  God  for  Sex”  by  easy  to  get? 

Harry  Hollis,  were  among  those  which  (Lawson  writes  news  for  the  Sunday 

turned  up  missing.  School  Board.) 


Russian  leaders  plan 
tour  of  Mississippi 


Griffin  goes 
to  Memphis 


Jli^PF’^MNovember  15.  advertising,  and  printing  for  the  three 

Griffin,  with  the  units  of  Baptist  Hospital  and  will  serve 
|H  ^^HMississippi  Baptist  as  a  consultant  to  regional  affiliated 

H  flHconvention  Board  hospitals. 

Griffin  since  July,  1977,  will  Baptist  Memorial  Hospital  facilities 
bfcome  Pioneer  Department  director  in  Memphis  include  the  Medical 
at  the  Brotherhood  Commission  in  Center  hospital  (1500  beds),  Baptist 
charge  of  all  work  with  7-12th  grade  Memorial  Hospital  East  (07  beds), 
bdys.  and  the  Lamar  Rehabilitation  Unit 

He  was  minister  of  activities  atFirst  (150  beds).  These  facilities  represent 
Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg,  1972-77  the  largest  private  hospital  in  the  Un- 
A  graduate  of  Mississippi  College,  ited  States.  Regional  affiliated  hospi- 
Griffin  earned  the  master  of  religious  tals  are  in  Ripley  and  Covington, 
education  degree  from  Southwestern  Tenn. ,  and  Corning,  Ark. 

Seminary.'  A  communications  executive  at  the 

The  Memphis  native  is  married  to  commission  for  22  years,  Jennings 
the  former  Jan  Ross  of  Pelahatehie.  served  dh  the  editorial  staff  of  Tlie 
They  have  two  ehijdreft.  Kelle^Oor.  Commercial  Appeal,  Memphis,  for  10 
andUckwood  eight  months.  _ 


Griffin  replaces  Jimmy  Gresham  Established mhrft.^Vppli tfMemo- 
who  now  works  with  associations]  rial  Hospital  is  owned  by  the  Baptist 
Brotherhood  projects  at  the  Commis-  conventions  of  AdMnsas.  Mississippi 
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Sundays  are 
a  no-no 

JONkSBORO,  Ga.  (BP)-Any 
hankerin’  for  a  Chick-/il-A  sandwich 
better  come  Monday  through  Satur¬ 
day. 

Sunday  cravings  cannot  be  satisfied 
because  the  fast-food  chain’s  founder 
and  president  is  Truett  Cathy,  a  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  who  refuses  to  open  that 
day. 

Business -writer  Jim  Thompson  of 
the  Louisville  Courier  Journal  said  the 
Georgia-based  chain  of  over  200  re- 
— 1  .  ..  .  J.  -I  staurants  is  probably  the  largest  fast- 

•  -'*«■  food  operation  in  the  United  States 
I  closed  on  Sunday,  a  day  many  com- 
,  ,  I  petitors  find  almost  as  profitable  as 

Friday  or  Saturday. 

Canton  center  wins  design  award  JlaJSBE'SSgSS 

The  design  fortheFamily  Life  Center  ofthe  First  Baptist  Church  in  Canton,  was  one  all  kinds  would  choose  to  be  open  only 
oftivearchitecturalprojectstoreceiveaspecialdesignawardfromtheHonorAward  six  days,”  Cathy  told  Thompson. 
Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects  pre-  “Pqnney’s,  for  example,  was  not  open 
sented  at  the  group's  tenth  annual  meeting  in  Biloxi  recently.  The  firm  of  Eyans/Eley  on  Sunday  as  long  as  J.  C.  Penney  ( the 
Architects  of  Jackson,  received  a  Membership  Award  for  Outstanding  Design  for  the  founder)  was  alive.” 
design  of  the  center.  Jin^Eiey  is  a  member  of  Northminster  Baptist  Church.  Jackson.  Cathy,  who  teaches  a  teen-age  Sun- 

The  new  structure,  constructed  by  Nall  Construction  Company  of  Jackson,  houses  day  School  class  at  First  Baptist 

The  average  attendance  in  Sunday  the  church’s  recreational  facilities,  which  include  a  basketball  court,  a  skating  areas  Church,  Jonesboro,  Ga.,  said  many 
School  was  approximately  162.  Exc-  m “  '  *■  djjita 

luding  the  lay  team  members,  tbe  at¬ 
tendance  for  the  weekend  was  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Friday  night  1S3,  Saturday 
morning  132,  Saturday  night  152,  and 
for  Sunday  School  195.  During  the  four 
small  sharing  groups  times,  the  adults 
freely  shared  with  each  other  in  all 
groups  and  expressed  themselves 
openly.  The  general  concensus  on  Fri¬ 
day  night  was  the  need  to  remove  then- 
spiritual  face  masks  and  to  be  more 
Christ-like. 

During  the  Satirday  night  “cand¬ 
lelight  family  service,”  90-95  percent 
of  the  congregation  went  forward  for 
dedication  and  re-commitments.  Two 
couples  who  were  on  the  verge  of  di¬ 
vorce  were  reconciled  during  the 
weekend. 

Sunday  night  the  Parma  Baptist 
Church  congregation  had  their  evalua¬ 
tion  of  the  weekend.  Members  shared 
with  the  group  what  the  weekend  had 
meant  to  them.  Many  stressed  a  grea¬ 
ter  desire  to  be  more  committed  Chris- 

liana 

Eighty-four  filled  out  an  evaluation 
form.  Seventy-eight  wanted  to  be  a 
part  of  a  continuing  small  sharing 
group,  46  would  open  their  borne  for 
Bible  study,  nine,  would  lead  Bible 
study,  19  to  teach  Sunday  School,  11 
work  with  youth,  20  wanted  to  be 
trained  as  an  Evangelism  Explosion 
team  ( over  40  already  had  trained ) ,  3 1 
would  like  to  be  diacipled  in  the  Master 
Life  Program,  and  38  would  like  to  go 
as  a  team  member  to  another  church. 


Mississippians  lead  spiritual 
renewal  weekend  in  Parma,  Ohio 


-  During  the  early  part  of  1981,  the  adopted  this  as  a  Bold  Renewal  Mis- 
*riter,  one  of  the  Mississippi  Brother-  sion  Project.  Two  weeks  before  the 
•food’s  Lay  Renewal  Coordinators,  group  left  on  its  mission,  contributions 
was  invited  to  coordinate  a  Lay  Re-  had  been  received  from  churches  and 
newal  Weekend  at  Parma  Baptist  individuals  to  pay  for  the  chartered 
Church,  Parma,  Ohio,  which  is  a  sub-  bus. 

Urb  of  Cleveland,  the  Lay  Renewal  Parma  Baptist  Church  is  in  the  Gre- 

Weekend  was  held  Aug.  7-9.  ater  Cleveland  Baptist  Association 

The  pastor,  Virgil  Barnett,  issued  which  has  24  churches  and  three 
the  invitation  to  me  asking  for  46  chapels.  In  this  association  live  almost 
team  members  from  Mississippi.  A  three  million  people.  Southern  Bap- 
letter  of  invitation  was  mailed  to  ap-  lists  have  only  been  in  the  area  with 
proximately  180  adults  and  youth  who  organized  churches  a  little  over  20 
had  been  involved  in  renewal  expert-  years.  There  are  24  ethnic  groups  in 
cnees  When  commitments  were  com-  •  the  Cleveland  area.  A  number  of  the 
plete,  exactly  40  team  members  from  members  of  Parma  Baptist  Church 
16  Mississippi  chirches,  had  agreed  to  are  former  Catholics  or  of  Orthodox 
let  God  use  them  and  to  pay  $60  each  background, 
for  transportation.  Parma  Baptist  Church  was  formed 

»  The  Brotherhood  Department,  Mis-  as  a  mission  in  1957  and  organized  as  a 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  church  in  January,  1960,  with  75  mem- 

Ground  broken  on  Baptist 
pavilion  at  World’s  Fair 

By  Jim  Newton  “Bo”  Roberts,  a  Baptist  layman,  said 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)—  fair  exhibits  will  deal  with  all  types  of 
Declaring  that  God  is  the  source  of  aU  energy,  “including  the  creative 
energy,  Southern  Baptists  broke  energy  of  man  and  the  spiritual  energy 
ground  for  a  Baptist  pavilion  at  the  of  God.” 

1902  World  s  Fair  site  in  Knoxville,  Knoxville  Mayor  Randy  Tyree  told 
Tei!"  .  ..  „  .  4.  .  .  about  200  persons  gathered  for  the 

uj1-?  j  the  groundbreaking  it  would  not  truly  be  a 

scheduled  May  1-Oct.  31,  1982.  The  “world’s”  fair  without  the  representa- 
Baptist  pavilion,  near  the  site  s  center ,  tion  of  religious  groups, 
will  focus  on  “spiritual  energy.”  Representatives  of  Knox  County 

During  groundbreaking  cere-  Baptist  Association,  the  Tennessee 
monies,  World  s  Fair  President  SrH.  BaDtist  Convention  and  the  Home  Mis. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— Michael  convention  to  provide  local  or  regional  Bentonia  plans 

filenn  rliwantne  nf  MMauUklliwo  tL.  _ A—  A: -  xl  * I! •  J l  i  iX  _  _  _  _  *  m 

75th  celebration 


Wilson,  director  of  evangelism  for  the 
Colorado  Baptist  General  Convention, 
has  been  named  orientation  manager  A  native  of  Henryetta,  Okla. ,  Wilson  BentoDia  Baptist  Church  will  celeb- 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis-  officially  bpcame  a  member  of  the  rate  its  75th  anniversary  October  25th. 
sion  Board's  short-term  volunteers  Foreign  Mission  Board  staff  Sept.  15,  Those  taking  part  in  the  morning  ser- 
and  Partnership  Evangelism  teams.  when  he  left  for  London  to  observe  a  vice  are  former  pastors,  W.  L.  Marsh, 
Wilson’s  hiring  comes  as  the  board  WEF -sponsored  Partnership  Reed  Dickens,  and  John  Patterson, 

moves  closer  to  assuming  full  respon-  Evangelism  crusade.  Also  they  will  unveil  a  new  church 

sibility  for  Partnership  Evangelism,  sign. 

the  program  which  links  Southern  Dinner  will  be  served  on  the  ground, 

Baptist  churches  to  churches  overseas  TJ 111  J  _  _1  *  „  _  the  afternoon  program  will  be  singing 

through  an  exchange  of  pastor-led  AAlll  llcLllIlCS  _ _ and  fellowship 

teams  of  laypersons. 

That  program  has  been  most  JlfflltS  lOl) 
strongly  promoted  by  World  &  J 

Evangelism  Foundation,  which  is  LOS  ANGELES  (EP)— A  fun-  ftjlffl&uSjJUUjjmj 

phasing  out  its  organization  because  of  damentalist  Baptist  minister  says  he 

Foreign  Mission  Board  plans  to  accel-  turned  down  a  White  House  offer  to  lliPi 


North  Carolina 
editor.  Grant, 
sets  retirement 


To  commemorate  the 
Baptist  centennial  In  Bra¬ 
zil,  Anne  McWilliams  writes 
this  inspiring  biographical 
study  of  the  life  and  work 
of  David  Gomes— man  of 
extraordinary  faith,  inno¬ 
vative  evangelist,  pastor, 
“dhd*  dhtsiwttjing  Baptist 
leader  who  was  waling  to 
use  all  his  gilts,  all  his  time, 
and  at  his  'money  tor 
God’s  purposes  in  Brazil. 

Anne  Washburn  Mc¬ 
Williams  is  editorial  as¬ 
sociate  of  The  BapHst 
Record.  She  resides  fa 
Clinton.  Mississippi. 

DAVID  GOMES 
WHEN  FAITH 
TRIUMPHS  t 

paper,  $5.95 


Construction  will  be  done  by  Helen-  vilIe  7  evangelism  training  and  cultural  Moral  Majority,  said.  “Civil  rights  is 

bauch  Engineering  Co.  of  Knoxville,  '  orientation  for  Partnership  no  longer  defined  as  it  was  20  years  ago 

headed  by  another  Baptist  layman.  Evangelism  teams  and  for  mission  when  it  involved  racial  discrimina- 

WilUam  Fortune."  F ortune-  recent^  _  b  -  x  volunteers-serwing.  fpur-and  oneJialf  jfoiv’JiLnew  involves  ERA, -hamoaex- 

submr  tied  preliminary  plans  for  a  po*  1101180  o-  months  «•  less.  He  wjll  do  the  same  for  usl  rights  and  sexual  harassment.  I’m 

stale  new  building  for  the  Executive  ’  ’  partnership  mission  teams  sponsored  anti-homosexual  and  anti-ERA  I  don’t 

Comftuttee  ita  Nashville.  k,lrnc  ’  /"'l  ’  by  associations  and  state  conventions,  think  I  would  have  tbe  patience  to  sit 

Total  budget  for  the  World’s  Fair  UUIIIB  111  Vj UUlUH  Saih  James,  director  of  the  board’s  and  calmly  listen  to  people  say  it’s  a 

BaptistMimstriesprojectisjustunder  ~  •  orientation  and  development  depart-  violation  of  their  civil  rights  if  laws  are 

8400,000.  Knox  County  Baptist  Associ-  The  home  of  Charles  Davis  of  Clin-  "font,  anticipates  Wilson  will  build  a  not  made  to  protect  their  sexual 

a  tion  is  handling  finances  for  the  pro-  ton  burned  to  the  ground  apparently  corps  of  training  volunteers  across  the  privileges.” 
ject  through  its  World’s  Fair  commit-  accidentally  Oct.  «.  Davis,  associate 

tee,  headed  by  James  McClusky,  pas-  professor  of  Bible  at  Mississippi  Col-  ww,  ,  .  _ 

M”“r“  8,p,“  September  gifts  nush 

About  8290,000  has  been  committed  curred.  lO  MUOXX 

toward  the  budget,  including  8100,000  A  special  fund  has  been  set  up  by  MC  •  _  111 

from  local  churches  individually,  faculty  to  assist  the  family.  FirstBap-  HTTA  fltlQ  I  I  PA  XT  AX  TllTTflO 

890,000  from  the  SBC  Home  Mission  tistChurch,  Clinton,  has  set  up  a  series  JLlAlrvX  \_/XXtlA_l_VyX  XcL  J.  IvlXlvAo 

Board,  840,000  from  the  Knox  County  of  showers  to  replenish  household  O 

Baptist  Association,  832,500  from  the  goods.  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  South-  and  the  challenge 

Tennessee  Baptist  Convention,  and  Nancy  is  a  part  time  employee  of  the  ern  Baptist  giving  through  the  national  Designated  offerings  <  Which  include 

about  825,000 frbm  individuals.  college  working  as  assistant  aoor-  Cooperative  Program  ended  the  special  mission  offerings)  were  down 

(Newton  edits  news  for  the  HMB(.  dilator  of  the  Annual  Fund.  190081  fiscal  year  nearly  84.7  million  40  4  percent  from  September  I960,  to 

into  the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  Challenge  8793,675.  For  the  year,  designated  of- 
goal.  ferings  totaled  871 ,530,258,  an  88.1  miU- 

September's  undesignated  mission  ion  or  12.75  percent  increase  over 
gifts  through  the  unified  budget  were  1979-80. 

86,577,346,  most  of  which  went  toward  Total  designated  and  undesignated 
a  813  million  challenge  goal  because  offerings  were  8153,216,131,  up  818 

all  of  operating  and  one-fourth  of  the  . 

capital  needs  budgets  were  met  with 
receipts  through  August. 

The  challenge  goal  is  to  fund  pro¬ 
jects  for  Bold  Mission  Thrust,  the 
convention's  ambitious  project  to  pre- 


'thfmjffi  rj\y 


JHiMMafH Mmd  l  look  forward  to 
inore  time  for  writing,  traveling,  and 
■in  general  taking  it  a  little  slower.” 

Z  Grant,  a  layman,  was  editor  of  Char¬ 
ity  and  Children,  a  publication  of  the 
•Worth  Carolina  Baptist  Children's 
-Homes,  for  10  years  prior  to  assuming 
jus  role  at  the  Biblical  Recorder, 
i  He  is  probably  best  known  in  North 
Carolina  for  his  role  in  the  defeat  of  the 
4973  statewide  referendum  for  liquor 
i>y  the  drink.  The  referendum  was 
■thoroughly  defeated  with  97  counties 
Noting  against  it  Five  years  later  the 
legislature  gave  counties  the  right  to 
-4xdd  liquor  by.  the  drink  elections. 

7  Tommy  Joe  Payne  of  Greenville, 
• chairman  of  the  Recorder  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  said  a  board  meeting  on  Oct.  5 
3»as  to  appoint  a  search  committee.. 


■Illy  Graham  writes  In  the 
Foreword,  “His  Hie  story  Is 
one  that  has  thrilled, 


Ky.  association  plans 
unemployment  supplement 

By  Janies  H.  Cox 

PRINCETON,  Ky.  (BP)— 

Caldwell -Lyon  Baptist  Association  in 
Kentucky,  at  the  suggestion  of  a 
layman,  will  become  the  first  known 
association  to  provide  supplemental 
income  U  '  -  -  -  ■  - 

members. 


-  Norma  (Mrs.  Jerry)  Kirkpatrick,  a 

California  pastor’s  wife,  who  was 
-elected  in  June  as  president  of  the  SBC 
^Conference  of  Ministers’  Wives,  is  a 
former  Mississippi.  She  is  the 
slaughter  of  Mrs.  F.  A.  Haigler  and  the 
3ate  Mr  Haigler  of  4806  Navajo  Av¬ 
enue.  Pascagoula.  The  August  20  issue 
■of  the  California  Southern  Baptist 
_printed  an  article  presenting  some  of 
Airs.  Kirkpatrick’s  thoughts  concern- 
ling  the  role  of  the  pastor’s  wife  today . 


Pianos 


Steinway ....  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wurlitzer 
Organs 

Alien . Hammond 

Guibransen  . . .  Wurlitzer 

■Complete  Music  Department 
•Free  Delivery 
‘We  Specialize  in  Church 
Installations 

■Special  Terms  to  Churches 


sent  the  gospel  to  every  person  by  the 
year  2000.  The  Foreign  and  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Boards  will  receive  72  percent  of 
the  challenge  funds;  the  six 
seminaries  will  share  15  percent; 
Radio-Television  Commission,  10  per¬ 
cent;  and  Brotherhood  Commission, 
three  percent. 

September  gifts  were  up  1 1.2  percent 
over  September  1980  and  bring  year- 
to-date  totals  to  881,685,873,  a  13.83 
percent  increase  over  the  1979-80  re¬ 
ceipts.  This  was  toward  a  890  million 
goal,  including  <74.5  million  basic 
operating;  82.5  million  capital  needs 


staff  members. 

Associational  missionary  Harold 
Greenfield  underscores  that  the  con- 
.tribution  from  tbe  association  will  be 
merely  a  “supplement”  and  not  a  full 
salary.  “But  it  should  help  a  distressed 
family  get  through  a  crisis,”  he  reck¬ 
ons. 

The  association  is  maintaining  a 
separate  bank  account  for  the  fund, 
which  it  is  calling  MUST  (Ministerial 
Unemployment  Supplement  Treas¬ 
ury).  MUST  will  be  supervised  by  p 
six-member  board  elected  by  the  as¬ 
sociation.  - 

A  plan  for  dispensing  the  funds  has 
not  been  final  ized.  “Our  thinking  at  the 
moment  is,  there  will  be  a  base  amount 
and  that  will  be  increased  by  the  size  of 
the  family  and  the  need,”  he  says. 

An  Annuity  Board  official  in  Dallas 
confirmed  thatunless  a  former  church 
employee  continues  to  pay  into  the 
board’s  retirement  programs  on  his 
own  after  he  leaves  8  church  employ¬ 
ment.  his  coverage  lapses. 

Greenfield  says  that  the  MUST 
program  is  “an  effort  in  our  associa¬ 
tion  to  create  more  of  a  caring  fellow¬ 
ship.’'  He  expects  it  to  have  positive 
implications  “oh  all  of  our  work,  not 
just  families  of  ministers  without 
steady  Incomes.”  ’ 

(Cox  is  associate  editor  qf  Kentucky 
Baptists’  Western  Recorder .) 

■  Loveat«rsteghtis  often  cured  by  a 


ROSEBERRY  PIANO  HOUSE 


UNIVERSITY  MALL  AT  HARDY  STREET,  HATTIESBURG 


Baptist  work  around  the  world  is  the  direct 
result  of  your  gifts.  You  need  to  know  how 
that  money  is  spent. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  for  you  to  receive 
the  monthly  update  on  what  Baptist 
|  activities  are  accomplishing  in  95 
1  countries  around  the  world 

||  Subscribe  to  The  Commission  magazin 
Eft  for  one  year  by  sending  $5.00  with 
I  this  coupon  to; 

||L  The  Commission.  Dept.  MS03 
&  Box  6597.  Richmond.  Virginia  WpziO  , 


~  -  Seminary  dean?’  orientation 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  (MBS)  held  a  September  29  orientation  confer¬ 
ence  tor  the  deans  of  the  seminary's  28  off -campus  extension  centers,  the  primary 
purpose  of  the  conference  was  to  discuss  the  recent  changes  in  the  academic 
program  offerings  and  the  registration  procedures.  These  changes  will  take  affect 
this  fell  throughout  the  MBS  system.  The  names  of  those  pictured  here,  and  the 
locations  of  their  off-camp us  centers  ere:  front  row ,  left  to  right:  James  Petersen. 
Macon;  J  F.  Redmon.  Greenville;  RobirrtJones,  Laurel:  Mrs.  Susie  Marshall,  Oxford; 
B.  Mr  Pittman.  Louisville;  Albert  Durham,  Morton;  C.  B.  Lewis.  Natchez;  back  row,  left 
to  right:  J,  B.  Woods.  Claricsdaie,  William  Jones.  Coffeeville  and  Derma;  L.  V.  Powell, 
W'nona;  V  M  Magee.  Collins;  I.  S.  Watkins.  Canton:  S.  L.  Richmond. ’Prentiss, 
Gulfport;  W.  L  Lassiter.  Vicksburg;  M.  L.  Perry,  West  Point;  O.  O. 
AHpa,  CaibfaBJarKXI'FDWl;  Tnpatccl*0t®».5r,etf-are  -Santuet  L-  4R.  wmen  Mew  - 
S#ihaH;  J  A.  Boyd.CoiumbuS:  Edgar  Bridges  iMonticello;  G.  C.  Cox.-Sardis;  Coi- 
e/nan  Crawford,  Hernando;  O.  D.  Evans,  Brooknaven:  F.  L.  Grey.  Kosciusko;  James 
Thomas,  Picayune ;  James  Wells,  Woodville;  and  R  J  Woullard,  Hattiesburg.  Richard 
ferogan  Is  president  Of  the-MIssisaippi  Baptist  Seminary,  which  has  its  main  campus 


Worry  never  robs  tomorrow  of  its 
sorrows;  it  only  saps  today  of  its 

strength  I  - 


ll 

f 

u* 

r  j  i 

i  A 

William  G.  Tanner 
€*aaative  Director  ‘"V.  ! 
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Church  Pew  Cushion* :  Manufay' 
hired  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  — '  Emmons 
Brothers,  P  0.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


They  are  with  church  extension  in 
Atlantic,  Iowa,  and  are  graduates  of 
Blue  Mountain  College 

Los  Angeles  (BP)-Caiifomia  with 
i  ,964  messengA  led  ail  state  conven¬ 


FOR  SALE:  1961  HAMMOND 
B-M7S  4)RGAN  flnd  M*  SKJ  TT 
4month^U  likipew, 
ideal  for  church  or  home;  cost 
IM00;  price  $8,500.  Telephone 
(601)  534-9581  or  (601)  53446M. 


tieea  «i  ttie- Southern  Bf  r«st  Convi 


tion  in  Los  Angeles  in  June  Of  the 
13, 529  total,  Texas  churches  sent  1,841, 
and  Mississippi  sent  353. 


Joint  Committee  conference 
lambasts  Christian  right 


b5pTT8T1 


'  If 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
author  of  a  new  book,  “Prime  Time 
Preachers,”  said  the  sophistication  of 
new  computer-based  communications 
techniques— which  allow  direct  com¬ 
munication  between  the  broadcasters 
and  audiences— makes  possible  the 
rise  of  new  denominations. 

Hadden  said  such  denominations 
also  will  be  hastened  by  an  ever  in¬ 
creasing  need  for  funds  to  keep  the 
programs  on  the  air. 

“The  propensity  of  the  televan¬ 
gelists  to  equate  their  grandiose 
dreams  with  God’s  wiU,  and  their 
childlike  trust  that  the  Almighty  will 
deliver  the  bucks  to  pay  for  their 
monumental  projects,  no  matter  how 
ambitious,  portends  a  disaslrous  con¬ 
tusion  someday,”  he  said. 

Hensley 

announces 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
publications.  He  is  listed  in  Who’s  Who 
in  Religion  and  Who’s  Who  in  Interna¬ 
tional  Community  Service.  He  was 
presented  the  Distinguished  Service 
Award  for  leadership  in  Christian  So¬ 
cial  Ethics  by  the  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  1975. 

The  Hensleys  have  three  sons. 

Mrs.  Jones  is  the  former  Sandra  Lee 
Poe,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

In  other  action  the  Christian  Action 
Commission  adopted  a  budget  for  next 
year  of  $118,420.  Of  this,  $106,100  will 
come  from  the  Cooperative  Program. 
The  additional  amount  will  be  realized 
from  a  carry-over  of  funds,  Hensley 
said.  The  commission  also  worked  on 
an  alcohol  media  resource  packet, 
which  will  include  video  tapes  and 
printed  material,  Hensley  added. 

W.  W.  Walley  of  Waynesboro  is 
chairman  of  the  commission.  During 
the  meeting  the  commission  paid  tri¬ 
bute  to  three  members  who  will  rotate 
off  the  commission  with  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  next  month. 
They  are  Graham  Hales  of  Hatties¬ 
burg,  George  Lee  of  Columbia,  and 
James  Travis  of  Jackson. 


He  added  that  more  and  more 
evangelists  competing  for  money  from 
an  audience  which  has  not  increased 
appreciably  “may  hasten  the  day 
when  one  or  more  of  the  major  minis¬ 
tries  collapses.” 

Such  pressures,  he  said,  “could 
eventually  lead  some  of  them  into  the 
franchising  business,”  creating  what 
essentially  would  be  “branch  offices” 
of  the  national  organization  to  support 
the  television  ministry  and  its  ancil¬ 
lary  projects. 

“A  skillful  blending  of  communica¬ 
tions  technology  and  face-to-face  re¬ 
cruiting  techniques  developed  by 
groups  such  as  the  Mormons  could  re¬ 
sult  in  rapid  church  development,” 
Hadden  said.  “The  televangelists  and 
their  local  organizations  could  expect 
to  receive  a  good  bit  of  criticism  for 
robbing  the  pews  of  other  churches, 
but  ‘member  snatching’  has  been 
going  on  for  a  long  time  among  pro¬ 
selytizing  evangelicals.” 

For  Baptists,  religious  liberty  and 
evangelism  are  “like  breathing  out 
and  breathing  in,”  James  M.  Dunn 
told  the  conference. 

“We  must  pay  attention  to  both  or  we 


cannot  live,”  said  Dunn,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee. 
He  told  participants  that  proclamation 
of  the  gospel  must  be  coupled  with  a 
voluntary  response  if  it  is  to  be  valid. 
(Dunn  trill  be  closing  speaker  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  Nov. 
9-11,  in  Jackson.) 

In  a  summary  of  the  conference, 
William  F.  Keucher,  president  of  the 
American  Baptist  Churches,  U.S.A., 
and  pastor  of  Covenant  Baptist  Church 
in  Detroit,  said  “A  faith  that  is  free 
requires  religious  freedom.” 

He  contrasted  such  freedom  with  the 
“inflexible  rigidity”  of  the  new  Religi¬ 
ous  Right. 

To  follow  their  agenda,  he  said, 
“would  be  to  return  to  the  colonial  ex¬ 
perience  when  all  life  was  under  the 
auspices  of  the  church,”  to  repeal  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  to  make  conformity  the 
law  of  the  land,  to  cloud  the  compe¬ 
tency  of  the  individual  soul,  to  limit 
religious  freedom  for  nonconformists, 
to  cripple  the  meaning  of  faith  by  re¬ 
quiring  religious  rituals  in  schools, 
and  to  “stitch  up  the  veil  of  the  tem¬ 
ple”  by  putting  women  into  enforced 
submission. 


O’Hair  dealt  double 
defeat  at  high  court 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
Society  for  Krishna  Consciousness 
( Hare  Krishnas )  are  not  entitled  to  col¬ 
lect  damages  or  attorneys’  fees  they 
sought  after  the  city  council  of 
Evanston,  HI.,  revoked  the  group’s 
“special  use”  permit 

-Refused  to  review  a  homosexual 
soldier’s  court  martial  conviction  for 
sodomy  despite  his  claim  that  the  Un¬ 
iform  Code  of  Military  Justice’s  ban  on 
sodomy  had  religious  origins.  That 
fact,  two  lower  federal  courts  ruled 
earlier,  is  insufficient  to  sustain  the 
soldier’s  claim  that  the  law  amounts  to 
an  unconstitutional  establishment  of 
religion. 

During  its  first  week  back  on  the 
bench,  the  high  court  also  heard  oral 
arguments  in  what  may  be  its  most 
important  church-state  case  of  the 
term. 


Baptist  music  leaders  invited 
to  Spiritual  Fellowship  Retreat 


Ron  and  Pat  Owens 


A  Spiritual  Fellowship  Retreat  is 
scheduled  Oct,  29-30  at  the  Baptist 
BuMm^^Jackson  for  ministers  of 
music,  their 

spouses  and  other 

music  leaders. 

Beginning  at  9:30 
a.m.  on  Thursday, 
the  sessions  will  in¬ 
clude  “Sing  ’N 
Share”  with  Ron 
and  Pat  Owens 
from  Fort  Worth, 
Kelly  Tex. ,  discussions  of 

“Spiritual  Gifts”  by  Mrs.  Earl  (Mar- 


Russian  leaders-  plan 
tour  of  Mississippi 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
and  a  fourth  person  to  interpret  for 
Doukhonchenko. 

The  group  will  arrive  in.  Jackson, 
Saturday  afternoon,  Nov.  14.  On  the 
morning  of  the  15th,  two  will  speak  at 

Seminary 

(Continued  from  page  11 
tions,  as  well  as  our  churches.  It  is  a 
decision  that  will  affect  other  denomi¬ 
nations,  as  well.” 

Brotherly  .ove  is  needed  as  well  as 
motherly  love. 


Mt.  Pitgah  Baptist  Church,  Enid 

(Tallahatchie  County),  will  have 
homecoming  Oct.  18.  Services  will 
begin  with  Sunday  School  at  10  a.m., 
morning  worship  at  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  dinner  on  the  grounds.  There  win  be 
a  program  of  gospel  singing  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  presented  by  Trinity  Gosepl 
Singers  from  Grenada. 

Stonewall  Church  (Simpson)  will 
have  homecoming  day  Oct.  18.  Lunch 
will  be  served  following  the  morning 
service.  Bobby  Jones  is  pastor. 


worship  services  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Yazoo  City,  and  two  at  Alta 
Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jackson. 

That  evening  two  will  speak  in  ser¬ 
vices  at  Parkway  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  and  two  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Hattiesburg. 

The  group  will  speak  at  a  10  a.m. 
chapel  service  at  the  offices  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
Monday,  Nov.  16.  Then,  they  will  ad¬ 
dress  the  ministers’  fellowship  of  the 
Hinds-Madison  Baptist  Association  at 
noon  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Medi¬ 
cal  Center. 

Then,  according  to  Earl  Kelly, 
executive  secretary  of  the  MBCB,  the 
group  will  be  visiting  rural  churches, 
denominational  institutions,  and 
agencies  across  Mississippi. 

They  are  scheduled  to  depart  the 
state  on  Nov.  18. 

Other  places  on  the  Russian  Bap¬ 
tists’  tour  while  in  the  States,  include 
Chicago,  Atlanta,  Baltimore,  (wjiile 
speaking  to  the  Maryland  Baptist 
Convention),  Mennonites  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  Bethel  College  in  St  Paul, 
Minnesota. 

Denton  Lotz,  associate  secretary  of 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  explained 
that  the  Mennonites  are  a  part  of  the 
All  Union  Council  that  the  Baptists 
work  through. 


jorie)  Kelly  and  dramatic  presenta¬ 
tions  by  music  drama  clinicians. 

There  will  also  be  reading  sessions 
led  by  representatives  from  three  pub¬ 
lishing  companies  and  mini-piano  and 
vocal  concerts.  The  retreat  will  con¬ 
clude  with  a  banquet  on  Friday  even¬ 
ing. 

Cost  for  the  retreat  is  $10  per  person 
and  registrations  should  .be  sent  to 
Church  Music  Department,  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  39205.  For  further  in¬ 
formation  contact  the  Church  Music 
Department 


Rankin  Baptists 
to  meet  bcu  19 


The  Rankin  County  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion  will  meet  October  19  at  First  Bap 
tint  Church,  Brandon.  Pre-session 
music  will  begin  at 
6:45  p.m.  with  the 
Sanctuary  Hand¬ 
bell  Choir  directed 
by  Tommy  Echols, 
minister  of  music, 
Eastside  Baptist 
Church,  Pearl.  Wil¬ 
lie  E.  Johnson, 
moderator,  will 

Weatherford  preside. 

The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Carolyn 
Weatherford,  who  has  served  as 
executive  director  of  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union,  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  since  1974. 

Other  program  personalities  include 
Sam  Gore  of  Mississippi  College,  who 
will  do  a  clay  sculpture  of  the  head 
Christ;  Brass  Ensemble  of  First  Bap 
tist  Church,  Pfearl,  directed  by  Jim 
Lott,  minister  of  music;  and  The  Pul¬ 
liam  Family  of  McLaurin  Heights 
Baptist  Church. 

There  will  also  be  slide  presenta¬ 
tions  and  reports  of  mission  trips  to 
Haiti,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  and  Upper 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  by  three  of  the 
churches. 

J.C.  Renfroe  is  Director  of  Missions. 


David  and  Tammy  Worsham 
appointed  to  Home  Mission  Board 


ATLANTA— David  Worsham,  of 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  and  his  wife, 
Tammy,  were  among  27  young  adults 
commissioned  missionaries  by  the 
-3wrthertr  BapCi#'.  ■  Home  Mission* 
Board. .  .«  • 

The  Worshams  were  appointed  US- 
2ers,  college  graduates  serving  for  two 
years  in  mission  capacities  in  the  U.S. 


For  growing  churches 

On  September  28-29  a  capacity  crowd  of  pastors  from  50  churches  In  the  state 
attended  the  Pastoral  Leadership  for  Growing  Churches  conference  at  the  Baptist 
Building  in  Jackson.  The  conference  was  led  by  James  Barry  (pictured),  consultant  in 
the  pastoral  section  of  the  Ohurph  Administration  Department,  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  and  Leon  Emery,  director  of  the  Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Material  covered  in¬ 
cluded  emphasis  on  growth,  pastoral  leadership  and  effectiveness  with  other  skills 
such  as  motivation,  communication,  conflict  management  and  church  renewal. 

First  Church,  Jackson, 
calls  Earl  Craig  as  pastor 


Attorneys  for  the  University  of 
Missouri— Kansas  City  and  a  student 
religious  group  known  as  Cornerstone 
argued  a  case  that  presents  a  direct 
conflict  between  the  no  establishment 
and  free  exercise  clauses  of  the  First 
Amendment. 

The  university,  which  in  1972  issued 
a  regulation  forbidding  any  group  to 
conduct  religious  services  on  campus, 
argued  that  its  rule  is  a  legitimate  at¬ 
tempt  to  avoid  establishing  religion. 
But  the  students  maintain  that  the 
regulation  denies  them  free  exercise 
of  their  religion. 

A  decision  in  the  case  is  not  likely 
before  the  end  of  the  year  at  the  ear¬ 
liest 

(Hastey  writes  news  for  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs.) 


First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  has 
called  Earl  Craig,  Jr.r+l,  as  pastor. 

Craig,  pastor  of  Richardson  Hci ;v.tr 
Baptist  Church, 
^■^^■glRichardson,  Tex.. 

-Bp  will  begin  work  in 
CTy  Jackson  on  Nov.  1. 
f  He  follows  Frank 
fPollard,  who  be- 
came  pastor  of 
H^KW^^^First  Baptist 
Jk"^^HChurch,  San  An- 
■U  ■  VHnonio,  Tex.,  14 
Craig  months  ago,  after 
six  and  a  half  years  at  Jackson. 

Craig,  a  native  of  Columbia,  S.  C., 
was  pastin'  at  Richardson,  a  suburb  of 
Dallas,  for  six  and  a  half  years.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Furman  University  and 
earned  the  bachelor  of  divinity  and 

Simpson  Assn, 
sets  annual  meet 

The  annual  Simpson  Baptist  Associ¬ 
ation  meeting  will  be  held  Monday, 
Oct.  19,  7:30  p.m.,  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Magee,  and  Tuesday,  Oct.  20, 
9:30  a.m.  at  Corinth  Baptist  Church. 

Paul  Padgett  will  serve  as  mod¬ 
erator.  Guy  Henderson,  director  of 
evangelism  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  Monday  night.  Foy  Kil- 
lingsworth,  pastor.  New  Hope  Baptist 
Church  will  deliver  the  annual  mes¬ 
sage  on  Tuesday. 

The  agenda  will  Include  re  ports /re¬ 


doctor  of  theology  degrees  from 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

From  1960-70,  Craig  was  minister  of 
evangelism  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Chamblee,  Ga.,  and  was  that  church’s 
pastor  from  1970-75. 

Craig  and  his  wife  Beth  Ann,  have 
two  children,  Stacie,  12,  and  Stephen, 
10. 
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Parrish  buried 
in  Laurel 

James  W.  Parrish,  former  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Laurel,  died  last 
week,  and  was  buried  in  Laurel. 

He  retired  from  active  pastorate  as 
pastor  emeritus  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Winterpark,  Fla.  He  also  was 
pastor  of  Riverside  Baptist  Church, 
Miami,  Fla.,  for  10  years. 

A  former  vice  president  of  Stetson 
University  ( 1960-64 ) ,  Parrish  earned  a 
doctorate  from  Southern  Seminary. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Lucile 
Blair  Parrish  of  Albany,  Ga.,  two 
sons;  a  daughter,  Mary  McEachln,  a 
Foreign  Mission  Board  missionary  in 
Taiwan;  a  brother,  a  sister,  and  eight 
grandchildren. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to  the  Par¬ 
rish  Trust  Foundation  of  Ministerial 
Students  in  care  of  the  Florida  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention. 

Valentine’s  daughter 
dies  in  Virginia 

Betty  V.  Jackson  of  Burke,  Va., 
daughter  of  S,  W'.  Valentine,  of 
Jackson,  died  in  Virginia  after  a  long 
illness. 

Her  father  retired  as  pastor  at 
Southside  Baptist  Church,  Jackson. 

She  was  secretary  and  church  or¬ 
ganist  at  Southside  Church  for  25 
years,  and  was  educational  secretary 
at  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson, 
for  two  years. 

She  is  also  survived  by  her  husband, 
Ralph  E.  Jackson;  two  daughters,  a 
brother,  her  step-mother  Mrs.  Valen¬ 
tine,  and  two  step-brothers. 

She  was  buried  in  Jackson's 
Lakewood  Memorial  Park. 


Because  of  our  RoyaJ 
Ambassador  chapter,  I 
became  interested  in  the 
First  Baptist  Church  In 
Bryan. 

it  is  really  not  too 
surprising  that  l  became  a 
believing,  professing 
Christian  as  well  as  a 
member  of  the  church 
during  my  ninth  year.  I 
think  that  it  is  because 
the  Royal  Ambassadors 
and  their  leaders  cared 

about  me.  99 


the  program  personalities,  commit¬ 
tees  and  interested  members.  Lunch 
will  be  served  at  Corinth  on  Tuesday. 
H.  Glen  Schilling  is  director  of  Mis¬ 
sions. 

Wall  Brothers 
to  play  at  MC 

The  Wall  Brothers  Band,  an 
Atlanta-based  contemporary  Christ¬ 
ian  music  group,  will  be  featured  in 
concert  on  Friday,  October  23, 1981,  on 
the  Mississippi  College  campus.  The 
concert  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Nel¬ 
son  Auditorium. 

General  admission  tickets  are 
available  for  $3  at  the  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  B.  C.  Rogers  Student  Center  and 
Lifeway  and  Maranatha  Bookstores  of 
Jackson.  Special  group  ticket  rates  for 
ten  or  more  are  available  at  $2.50  each. 

Student  government  is  sponsoring 
the  event 

Oct.  26-28  at  Mobile  Ala.,  are  the  first 
date  and  place  for  a  series  of  national 
and  regional  church  planning  semi¬ 
nars  led  by  the  Sunday  School  Board.  A 
registration  fee  is  $35,  plus  half  that  for 
additional  church  members.  Write 
Pastoral  Section,  Church  Administra¬ 
tion  Department,  127  Ninth  Ave., 
North,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  37234.  The 
other  1981  seminar  will  be  Nov.  23-25  in 
San  Antonio. 


]  |  Now  Available  to  Age  64  or  Older 

Guaranteed  Issue 

; :  Policy  Effective  Immediately 

!  I  Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  90  days 

i:  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

;  Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

; ;  •  Hospital  and  Nurses  (Policy  Form  4W> 

; :  •  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit, 

:  payable  in  or  out  of  hospital  (Endorsement-ut) 

< ;  •  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

<>  (Endorsement-71  —  Endorsement-13  > 

• ;  •  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 

< ;  (Endorsement-73) 

i  For  Full  Information  Phone  924-2748 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casuqlty 
Insurance  Company 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  mil.  Jackson,  MS  t$M$ 


Harry  Vickery  Has  A  Champion  Bus 

To  Meet  All  Tour  Group  Transportation  Heeds. 


Han  now  for  your  church’s  group  transportation  needs  for  the  up-comlng  year.  And 
Harry  Vickery  in  Greenville  is  the  best  man  to  see  for  a  complete  line  of  Champion 
hledium-Duty  Transit  Buses. 

Champion  buses  are: 

*  Safer  and  better  looking  than  school  buses  —  Inside  and  out 

*  Light-weight,  medium-duty  vehicles  that  offer  the  safety  of  larger  busee  without  the 

*  cumbersome  size  and  weight 

*  Fuel-efficient  and  aerodynamlcally  designed  v 

*  Available  In  a  wide  variety  of  seating,  flooring  and  Interior  designs 

*  Safe,  solid  vehicles  with  rugged,  steel-cage  construction  and  reinforced  steel 
underframee 

4 

And  beet  of  all.  Champion  buses  are  available  today  at  competitive  prloee  from  Harry 
Vickery  Chevrolet-Oldsmobile  in  Greenville.  v 

“  CHE^ADI^OLDSMOBILE  . 

,  Greenv^^MS  38^0^" 

(601)336-4681 


$2tei»es 
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Editorials 

suit  .  .  . 

Standing  alone  for  all? 


Haywood  IV.  Stubble 


ACCORDING  TO  THIS  POLL, 

<&°lo  op  all  baptists  oppose 
television  violence  and 

MISS  SONSMOKgdON  SATURDAY 

nigwtsT^ 


list  church,  pie  school  did  grow  as  a  reason  to  feel  that  no  church  school  in  And,  of  course,  there  is  absolutely  no 

result  of  the  desegration  of  Clarksdale  the  nation  will  be  safe  from  IHS  intrus-  way  under  any  circumstances  of  en- 

schools,  but  it  claims  that  it  did  not  tion.  And  if  the  suit  is  lost  to  the  fcwcing  a  ban  on  silent  prayer  If  there 

seek  the  growth.  This  growth,  how-  Clarksdale  church,  that  may  be  but  a  were  to  be  such  a  ban  There  is  none 

ever,  is  where  IRS  has  chosen  to  make  step  to  be  taken  by  IRS  to  investigate  now 

its  case.  additional  aspects  of  church  affairs. 

Congress  has  continually  told  the  Churcb-state  issues  are  taking 
IRS  that  it  could  not  spend  federal  strange  shapes  in  these  days.  There 

funds  to  pursue  such  interests.  It  was  . .  -  - 

in  May  of  last  year,  however,  that  IRS 
lost  a  suit  that  it  wanted  to  lose.  In 
Green  vs.  Miller  the  IRS  was  the  de¬ 
fendant  and  was  told  by  the  court  to 

investigate  the  Mississippi  private  attitude  that  many  churches  have  es- 

scbool  situation  relating  to  black  stu-  .  -  .  -  - 

dents.  Clarksdale  Baptist  school 

sought  and  obtained  the  right  to  inter-  _ _ _  _ 

vene  in  the  case  and  was  granted  that  be  forcedto  promote the^’brandofr^ 

right.  It  was  the  only  school  granted  . 

that  right;  and  until  the  intervention  is 
settled,  the  May  of  I960  order  is  pend¬ 
ing  for  church  sehools. 

Clarksdale  has  a  noted  constitu¬ 
tional,  lawyer,  William  Ball,  handling 
its  case.  He  has  been  successful  in  be¬ 
half  of  churches  in  other  suits  where 
church-state  issues  were  in  question. 

Officials  of  the  school,  however,  feel 
that  it  will  take  about  $100,000  to  fi¬ 
nance  the  legal  process;  and  they  do 
not  have  it.  (Letter  to  the  editor  on  this 
page.) 

If  Clarksdale  loses  this  suit,  there  is 


a  burden  that  very  well  could  have  an 
effect  on  scores  of  Baptist  churches 
and  churches  of  other  denominations 
across  the  nation,  and  it  is  carrying  its 
burden  virtually  alone. 

In  May  of  last  year  a  district  court  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  demanded  to  know 
of  Clarksdale  Baptist  Church  why  its 
school  is  not  integrated,  why  its  fa¬ 
culty  is  not  integrated ,  and  to  show  dis¬ 
tinct  proof  that  it  is  recruiting  black 
students  and  teachers  or  face  losing  its 
tax  exemption.  The  court  told  the  In¬ 
ternal  Revenue  Service  to  determine 
the  conditions  on  these  matters  on  a 
statewide  basis  in  Mississippi  only. 

The  situation  is  too  complicated  to 
give  details  again  here.  They  have 
been  presented  twice — in  a  lengthy 
editorial  statement  on  Jan.  22  and 
again  in  a  front-page  story  on  Aug.  13. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Clarksdale 
Baptist  School  does  have  students 
from  minority  races,  though  no  black 
students.  It  does  not  recruit  students  of 
any  race,  having  as  many  as  it  can 
accommodate  without  recruiting.  No 
black  student  has  ever  applied.  For  its 
faculty  it  hires  Southern  Baptists  when 
at  all  possible,  for  it  makes  no  bones 
about  being  a  part  of  a  Southern  Bap- 


are  extremists  in  both  camps.  On  the 
one  hand  there  are  governmental  offi¬ 
cials  who  feel  every  vestige  of  religion 
should  be  stripped  from  the  public 
school  scene.  It  is  in  response  to  this 

attitude  that  many  churches  have  es-  ‘"ZT"'..  .  .  .  ,  - - 

tablished  private  schools.  On  the  other- V Clarksdale  church  feels  that  the  IRS 
hand,  there  are  many  religious  leaders  •*  attempting  to  interfere  with  its  free 
who  feel  that  the  public  schools  should  exercise  of  religion  by  threatening  its 
•  *  church  school.  The  fact  that  the  school 

does  not  recruit  would  indicate  that  it 
was  established  by  the  church  for  its 
own  children.  It  has  not  turned  others 
away .  It  has  a  board  separate  from  his 
deacons,  but  all  of  the  board  members 
are  members  of  the  church. 

_  When  it  all  is  boiled  down,  it  seems 

ruled  out  prayer  in  the  public  school,  that  the  IRS  is  delving  into  something 

but  it  has  to  be  voluntary.  It  cannot  be  in  which  it  has  no  buiness  and  is 

structured  nor  imposed  by  school  or  operating  from  a  complete  lack  of  un¬ 

state  authorities.  So  that  bill  is  asking  derstanding. 

Congress  to  declare  that  the  Supreme  It  may  well  be  that  the  Clarksdale 
Court  should  not  be  allowed  to  take  a  church  is  standing  in  the  gap  in  behalf 

position  contrary  to  its  own  (the  of  all  of  us.  If  so,  it  seems  to  be  standing 

court’s)  position.  virtually  alone  and  in  need  oHielp. 


Nurse  in  Zimbabwe 


Uri  kunswa?  (how  are  you?) 


Southern  Seminary  students 

comfortable  with  statement 


By  C.  R.  Daley 

LOUISVILLE.  Ky.  (BP)— An  over¬ 
whelming  percentage  of  Southern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  stu¬ 
dents  say  they  could  minister  without 
controversy  in  a  denomination  whose 
theological  views  are  expressed  in  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Messagestatement. 

The  discovery  of  student  opinion 
came  from  a  survey  conducted  as  part 
of  this  year’s  matriculation. 

The  questionnaire  asked  the  stu¬ 
dents  for  a  yes  or  no  to  whether  they 
could  minister  without  controversy  in 
a  denomination  which  uses  "The  Bap¬ 
tist  Faith  and  Message”  as  a  doctrinal 
statement  and  asked  them  to  place  an 
“X”  beside  each  article  with  which 
their  views  were  not  compatible. 

Of  the  1.974  matriculating  students, 
1396  Southern  Baptists  or  82  percent 
participated  in  the  poll. 

Of  the  Southern. Baptist  students  re-, 
s ponding  1,248  or  89  percent  said  they 
could  minister  without  controversy" 
under  the  statement.  81  or  six  percent 
said  they  could  not  and  67  or  five  per¬ 
cent  did  not  answer. 

While  only  about  one  out  of  10  stu¬ 
dents  would  find  difficulty  ministering 
under  the  statement,  twice  as  many 
indicated  they  had  difficulty  with  the 
position  expressed  or  the  wording  used 
in  one  or  more  of  the  articles.  Students 
also  reacted  to  the  statement  as  a 
whole,  generally  agreeing  with  the 
statement  but  only  as  interpreted  by 
each  person,  not  some  official  in¬ 
terpretation  forced  upon  all. 

One  student  insisted  the  doctrinal 
statement  be  '  understood  as  a  state¬ 
ment  and-not  the  statement. 

Fear  of  creed  a]  ism  was  the  domin¬ 
ant  theme  in  student  reactions  to  the 
statement.  “I  object  to  creedalism, 
even  when  it  is  my  creed,”  said  one. 

The  article  most  students  checked 
was  Article  One  on  the  scriptures.  One 
out  of  every  10  students  marked  the 
article  as  one  giving  difficulty.  The 
comments  on  this  article  which, 
though  not  asked  for,  indicated  iner¬ 
rancy  was  not  the  only  or  the  main 
concern  of  the  students.  The  place¬ 
ment  of  the  scripture  article  in  front  of 
the  articles  on  God  and  Jesus  and  the 
description  of  the  Bible  as  "the  true 
center  of  Christian  union”  created 
problems. 

Other  articles  with  which  students 
found  most  difficulty  were  Article 
Five  on  security  of  the  believer  which 
eight  percent  marked,  Article  Seven 
on  baptism  and  the  Lord’s  supper 
which  seven  percent  marked  and  Arti¬ 
cle  Eight  on  the  Lord's  day  which  also 
seven  percent  marked. 

Article  Five  troubled  eight  percent 
of  the  students  because  of  its  stress  on 


Seminary  officials  generally  were 
surprised  at  the  high  level  of  consen¬ 
sus  in  the  students’  answers,  as  well  as 
by  the  number  of  comments  students 
added  since  no  comments  were  re¬ 
quested. 

The  idea  of  the  questionnaire  origi¬ 
nated  with  President  Duke  McCall. 

Students  in  all  programs  of  study 
(church,  music,  religious  education, 
theology)  were  included.  Those  re¬ 
sponding  included  1,067  men  and  329 
women. 

Music  and  education  students  had 
less  trouble  with  the  statement  than 
divinity  students.  Only  13  percent  of 
the  senior  church  music  students  had 
reservations  about  any  of  the  articles 
and  only  four  percent  indicated  they 
would  have  difficulty  ministering 


education  students  indicated  any  diffi-  «|  ( very  weli)”  and 

culty  mini  storing  under  the  statement  hoped  that  the 

Students  in  the  theology  school  re-  Jtfe  vfon}a"  [13d  no[ said 

ported  more  difficulty  with  the  state-  ^  .  she  felt  the  end  was 

ment.  Fifteen  percent  of  the  firstyear  Rowe  near, 

divinity  students,  almost  29  percent  of  Terry,  a  blue-eyed  student  of  nurs- 
the  second  year  students  and  32  per-  ing  who  looks  like  Wonder  Woman  is 
cent  of  the  seniors  expressed  concern  back  at  Hinds  Junior  College  after  a 
over  one  or  more  of  the  articles  in  the  summer  as  BSU  missionary  in  Zim- 
statement  However,  less  than  eight  babwe.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
percent  of  the  senior  theology  students  Mrs.  Leonard  Rowe,  members  of 
said  they  could  not  minister  without  Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Jackson, 
controversy  in  a  denomination  using  - 

the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  as  a  .  She  worked  for  ten  weeks  at  Sanyati, 
doctrinal  statement  111  the  hospital  where  the  Mississippi 

Ph.D.  students  have  most  difficulty  missionary,  Archie  Dunaway,  was 
with  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  murdered  in  1978.  A  former  missio- 
statement.  Thirty-five  percent  of  the  narT  journeyman  had  told  Terry  she 
99  Ph.D.  students  Expressed  concern  must  trust  the  Foreign  Mission 

about  one  or  more  of  the  articles  in  the  S081^  “  she  intended  to  go  there.  Yet 
statement  and  nine  percent  indicated  Afrry  m  m  apprehension,  as 

they  would  have  difficulty  ministering  seven'year  war  ha<* 

under  the  statement.  ended  in  1979. 

While  the  overwhelming  majority  of  The  identities  of  Dunaway’s  killers 
students  found  no  fault  with  the  Bap-  have  not  yet  been  uncovered.  “Mis- 
tist  Faith  and  Message  statement,  sionaries  believe  he  was  killed  by 
every  one  of  the  17  articles  was  ques-  guerrillas,”  Terry  said,  “because  he 
tioned  by  at  least  a  few  students.  was  considered  a  community  leader.” 

Several  students  questioned  the  After  the  murder,  missionaries 
phrase  “without  controversy”’  "T  evacuated  the  hospital  compound,  but 

missionary  physician  Maurice  Ran¬ 
dall  continued  to  fly  in  twice  a  week  to 
take  care  of  the  critically  ill .  Forty-two 
missionaries  are  assigned  to  Zim¬ 
babwe  now ;  four  years  ago  there  were 
75.  This  summer  three  missionary 
couples  and  one  single  were  working 
with  Terry  at  Sanvati. 

On  June  23,  Terry  witnessed  the 
change-over  of  the  hospital’s  owner- 
help  us  in  pursuing  the  solicitation  of  ship  from  Southern  Baptists  to  the 
support  throughout  the  state  from  Zimbabwe  Baptist  Convention.  SBC 

missionaries  will  continue  to  work 


( Daley  is  editor  of  Kentucky’s  West¬ 
ern  Recorder.) 


like  this  before.  We  can  never  be  what 
we  were  before.  We  have  experienced 
revival.  I  have  in  my  personal  life. 
Caley  Ray  Nichols,  pastor 
Helena  Valley  Baptist  Church 
Helena,  Mont. 


concerned  Baptists. 

On  behalf  of  the  Church  and  school,  I  there.  than  entertainment.  These  are  real 

would  like  to  state  that  we  are  deeply  people  I'm  talking  about  —  not  jusl 

indebted  to  you  already  for  the  interest  Not  being  able  to  speak  Shona  was  people  on  film.  I  want  Baptists  here  to 
and  concern  you  have  expressed  in  this  her  greatest  frustration  in  Zimbabwe,  want  to  do  something  more  to  help 

matter.  the  student  nurse  said.  Most  of  the  these  people  know  God— to  give  more 

David  L.  Gladden,  hospital  staff  members,  and  a  few  pa-  to  the  Cooperative  Program.  I  am  con- 

Hollandale  tients,  could  speak  British  English,  cemed,  and  I  want  others  to  share  my 

.  . .  The  Falwell  matter  Through  an  interpreter  Terry  told  concern.  ” 

planned  for  Billings;  but  that  did  not  Editor  Editor.  '  " 

Ca^'v  sh'arii'hf.  k  1  am  writing  this  letter  to  you  to  I  read  the  article  and  editorial  con-  Prisoner  writes  Appreciation  for  Rellvs 

Gandy  shared  his  situation  with  me. !  bring  you  up-to-date  on  the  current  ceraing  the  Moral  Majority  and  Dr  *  V  ™ 

in  tarn  lm1^  the  team  to  come  to  us.  situation  between  the  Clarksdale  Bap-  Jerry  Falwell  in  the  Record  July  30  on  Editor:  Editor: 

k  . a  BLESSINGS  they  tist  Church  School  and  the  Internal  page  six  and  page  four.  Both  of  these  I  am  in  prison  and  have  no  money  to  We  recently  concluded  a  two-week 

brought  to  us.  Praise  the  lord.  ’  Revenue  Service  as  a  result  of  the  articles  were  very  negative  to  me.  P3^  f°r  what  I  am  requesting,  but  I  residential  seminar  for  our  seminary 

Was  it  a  vacation?  After  traveling  court  orders  issued  last  year.  You  will  Now,  sir,  if  God  is  with  Jerry  Falwell  ^mr  PaPer  w*11  •»  kind  enough  to  class.  As  you  know  our  guest  lecturers 

2,200  miles,  arriving  Saturday,  at  6:30  probably  remember  that  I  talked  to  and  Moral  Majority,  nothing  man  nor  help  me  by  printing  my  ad.  I  have  been  were  Earl  and  Marjorie  Kelly.  These 

prm  they  had  to  settle  in  the  homes  of  you  while  you  visited  the  Clarksdale  government  can  do  will  stop  them.  If  m  prison  for  almost  eight  years  now  two  did  a  fantastic  job  for  us.  Of  course 

newly  discovered  brothers  and  sisters  Baptist  Church  School  in  Clarksdale  God  is  not  in  it,  then  it  probably  will  and  that  time  have  received  no  being  the  quality  people  they  are  we 

in  Christ.  On  Sunday  morning,  divid-  last  December.  Let  me  say  at  this  come  to  nothing.  However,  I  believe  ma“  wdtb  exception  of  legal  cor-  expected  as  much, 
ing  mto  three  groups,  visiting  the  two  point  that  the  article  you  wrote  in  The  God  *s  blessing  Jerry  Falwell  and  that 

churches  and  our  mission  for  the  Baptist  Record  was  excellent.  With  work.  Any  man  who  calls  homosexual- 

morning  services.  During  the  after-  God’s  help  we  were  granted  interven-  it/,  pornography,  lesbianism,  and 

noon  we  finished  getting  ready  for  the  tion  in  the  court  case  involving  all  abortion  the  gross  sins  they  are,  as  he 

■3'3\*erv'ce  ™  revival  services  under  Christian  schools  in  the  State  of  Mis-  does,  does  not  deserve  to  be  knocked 

the  big  top.  Singing,  testimonies  and  sissippi.  The  case  has  now  proceeded  by  other  Christians.  After  ail,  Jesus 

preachtog— what  a  wonderful  time  in  to  the  point  of  providing  the  court  with  told  the  disciples  in  Mark  9:40,  “ For  he 

if  .  ™  the,P€0Ple  **“  never  testimony  in  support  of  our  convictions  that  is  not  against  us,  is  on  our  part.”  I 

attended  tent  revival  .  concerning  Christian  education,  believe  Jerry  Falwell  is  on  God’s  side. 

Each  morning,  Monday  through  Throughout  this  case,  the  issue  of  ra-  I  agree  with  him  totally  when  he  calls 

Friday— arriving  at  the  mission  by  cial  discrimination  has  been  brought  these  sins  what  they  are. 

u  J?Tbf?ln?ng?ae,‘yfrd  Btb'eCtabs  up,  yet  we  feel  that  no  proof  has  been  1  am  8lad  the  President  called  Jerry 
by  10  o  clock  and  teaching  until  11 :30  provided  that  we  in  fact  have  dis-  Falwell  rather  than  an  atheist,  aren’t 

a.m.  Enrolling  105  boys  and  girls—  criminated  against  anyone-The  more  you?  I  wish  more  preachers  and  Chris- 

some  had  never  heard  of  Jesus— some  important  issues  of  the  case,  as  we  see  tians  were  as  vocal  about  sin  as  he  is. 

had  never  known  love.  Back  to  the  it,  are  the  issues  involving  separation  This  nation  would  be  a  better  place  to 

mission  for  lunch,  sharing  and  a  tittle  of  Church  and.State  and  freedom  of  live  in 

p  .  ..  „  ,  .  fdigion.  Thethurch  and  school  are  What  “  “to  difference  in  Jerry  Fal- 

Each  afternoon,  Monday  through  committed  to  stand  up  and  fight  for  well  speaking  for  Moral  Majority’s 

Wednesday,  leaving  the  mission  and  what  we  believe  in.  membership  and  Foy  Valentine  speak- 

on  the  streets  by  2  p.m.  doing  door-to-  ing  for  13,000,000  Southern  Baptists  on 

door  survey  until  4  p.m.  Surveying  434  We  a|ong  ^  other  churches  the  extension  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act 
homes  m  East  Hel«ma-of  the*  there  religious  organics  haveincur^  Let’s  be  fair, 
were  49  homes  believed  to  be  good  substantial  legal  expends  in  litiea  ton  David  Milam 

prospects  for  the  mission.  (That’s  of  this  landmark  caw  “g  ‘  Heidelberg.  Miss 

more  than  a  tithe).  Going  home  for  a 

few  minutes  rest,  baths,  dressing  for  i  am  no  ionger  chairman  of  the  The  editorial  did  not  question 
the  evening  services,  arriving  at  our  Board  of  Trustees  of  Clarksdale  Bam  0,11  to  Falwell  or  Falwell ’s 

church  by  5: 15  p.m.  for  supper  and  tist  Church  School.  I  had  to  resign  mv  involvement  in  politics.  Because  he 

back  to  the  mission  ^6:3°  p.m.  position  after  accepting  a  new  iobnosi-  ha’  ,akeD  ,Bch  strong  positions  on 

Each  evening  beginning  at  7  o'clock  tion  in  HollAndale,  Mississippi.  How-  *  number  of  Issues,  It  said  be  may 

cond“?ted-  fver>  ev<®  though  I  am  not  an  official  ** ,3ced  compromising  or 

“"f®  “?*  .representative  of  the  school  l  am  1*^  lhal1  < 

outstanding  job.  Our  people  will  never  committi3  (o  contiriSIhg‘mv  involve  “fte-ediferiat  pointed 
bethesameThey  had  never  had  lay  ’  ment  in  this  case  until  it  is  ultimately  prospect  Is  attractive 

I  would  certainly  appreciate  ar*  ®l*Mons  that 


expected  as  much. 

respondence.  Here  is  what  I  would 

very  much  like  to  say.  While  serving  as  director  of  mis- 

“Man.  age  35,  in  prison  with  no  fam-  sions  °n  the  Gulf  Coast,  I  greatly  ap- 
ily  or  outside  contact,  would  love  to  predated  Earl  as  our  executive  sec- 
receive  letters  from  a  sincere,  caring  retary  for  Mississippi.  My  apprecia- 
person  to  help  relieve  my  loneliness,  tion  has  multipled  since  having  them 
Anyone  please  write  to:  with  us  here.  Lesser  men  would  have 

Abdullah  M.  Aqeel  cancelled  out  if  they  developed  the 

clo  Parker  No.  141-774  inner  ear  problem  that  Earl  had  when 

P  O.  Box  45699  he  arrived. 

Lucasville.  OH  45699”  „ 

We  at  the  Baptist  Seminary  at  East 
The  voting  rights  act  Africa  at  Limuru,  Kenya,  wish  to  ex¬ 

press  to  Mississippi  Baptists  our 
Editor.  heartfelt  thanks  for  this  magnificent 

According  to  The  Baptist  Record,  couple.  Our  students  grew  in  the  Word 
Foy  Valentine,  head  of  the  SBC  Christ-  from  “’em,  the  churches  were  blessed 
ian  Action  Commission  appeared  be-  hy  them,  and  the  missionaries  ap- 
fore  the  Senate  Committee  to  ask  for  predated  them.  One  studentsaid  after 
an  extension  of  the  Voting  Rights  Act  one  of  Earl’s  devotionals  at  7  a.m., 
in  its  present  form.  „u  .  ... 

As  members  of  Southern  Baptist  e  ,S  *e  a  commentarV  ”  Mariorie 
Churches  in  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  we 
join  the  other  Baptists  writing  The 
Baptist  Record  on  Aug.  20  criticizing 
the  actions  of  Mr.  Valentine. 

The  Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965  covers 
only  nine  states  in  the  South  and  there¬ 
fore  is  unconstitutional  and  discrimi¬ 
nates,  Persons  in  the  covered  areas 
cannot  move  their  voting  precincts, 
change  election  laws,  On  move  city 
limits. 

neither  Sincerely.  ■*>  Johnnie  Cecil  Lott 
it  those  Lewis  Hodge?.  Jr.  Bill  Lord,  Jr. 
red  W  Dagid  Brown  Bruce  Heath 
\  H.  E,  Goss  James  Anslev 


speaker  at  an  associations!  rally 
where  27  came  fifrward  to  profess 
Christ  publicly.  We  ire  grateful  to  our 
Lord  for  not  only  providing  them  but 
also  for  providing  their  transportation 
at  no  costs  to  Baptists. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  Missis- 
s'ppiffaptistsV  “toy  reach  out  and 
touch  the  Ijves;  of  countless  people 
around  the  world  . 

Sam  Turner  *  -7  '* 

Missionary  to  Kenya  » 


giving  testimonieSkpi 
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Missionary  freed,  rashes 
his  baby  to  hospital 


ATLANTA  (BP)-L.  Don  Duvall, 
pastor  of  Bainbridge  First  Baptist 
Church  for  seven  years,  will  become 
executive  director  of  Georgia  Baptist 
Children’s  Homes  Nov.  2.  He  will  suc¬ 
ceed  Leonard  Pedigo,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  for  11  years,  who  was  killed  in  an 
airplane  crash  in  July. 

Duvall,  a  long-time  leader  in  Geor¬ 
gia  Baptist  activities,  is  a  native  of  At¬ 
lanta.  He  attended  Georgia  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  received  an  A.B.  degree  from 
Columbia  Bible  College,  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  from  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  a  master’s  de¬ 
gree  in  education  from  the  University 
of  Tenmasee-atrCbattmroogarand  a 
doctor  of  ministry  degree  from  South¬ 
ern  Seminary  .  He  also  has  taken  post¬ 
graduate  clinical  pastoral  training. 


By  Norman  Jameson 
NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)- 
Missionary  W.  L.  Larry  Baker  got  out 
of  jail  just  in  time  to  bring  his  baby  girl 
to  Nashville  for  a  life  saving  operation. 

Baker  was  arrested  when  he  hit  and 
seriously  injured  a  13-year-old 
Ecuadorian  boy  who  had  run  out  in 
front  of  his  car.  Baker  said  be  did  not 
even  have  time  to  apply  the  brakes  and 
hit  the  boy  at  50  miles  per  hour. 

-  Now  it  appears  an  influential  politi¬ 
cal!  will  nominate  Baker  for  Ecuador’s 
highest  civilian  award  for  saving  the 
boy’s  life  after  the  accident. 

The  boy  had  swallowed  his  tongue 
and  Baker,  director  of  the  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Guayaquil, 
pulled  it  from  his  throat.  Baker  mas- 
sagedjthe  boy’s  heart  which  had  stop¬ 
ped  and  knew  he  was  successful  when 
blood  gushed  from  a  wound  in  the  boy’s 
head. 

A  crowd  gathered  and  began  to 
harass  Baker  and  the  Ecuadorian  pas¬ 
tor  who  was  with  him  in  the  car,  a 
common  occurrence  in  Latin  Ameri¬ 
ca  after  a  serious  accident  as  friends 
and  relatives  direct  their  anguish  at 
those  involved. 

Baker,  worried  for  himself  and  for 
the  injured  boy,  yelled  no  such  action 
would  help  the  boy  and  suggested  they 
pray.  He  went  to  his  knees, 

“Not  everybody  else  did,”  Baker 
said  from  the  Nashville  hospital.  “I 
don’t  know  if  it  was  good  Spanish  or 
not,  but  I  yelled  and  prayed.  Soon  the 
boy  opened  his  eyes.” 

Police  arrested  Baker,  as  they  usu¬ 
ally  do  the  driver  in  an  injury  accident. 
He  spent  four  hours  with  25  other  men 
and  an  undetermined  number  of 
cockroaches  and  rats  in  a  five-by-12 
foot  cell. 

Then  he  was  put  in  the  jail  for  pro¬ 
fessional  drivers  whose  powerful 
union  secured  a  jail  cell  with  better 
amenities.  There  he  languished  for  six 
days  while  his  six-week-old  daughter 
grew  progressively  sicker. 

It  turned  out  all  he  needed  to  get  out 
was  a  paper  saying  the  boy  was  still 
alive.  The  lawyer  hired  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Southern  Baptist  mission 
did  not  go  that  route  and  Baker  was  not 
released  until  a  fellow  missionary  got 
the  necessary  paper. 

The  politician  friend  told  Baker  later 
he  thought  Baker  was  out  of  jail  the 
next  day  or  he  would  have  gotten  him 
out. 

As  soon  as  Baker  was  released,  he 
worked  to  get  Amy  Jean’s  papers  to¬ 
gether  to  bring  her  to  the  United 
States.  Medical  representatives. at  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  had  made  a 
preliminary  diagnosis  from 
symptoms  related  over  the  telephone 
and  determined  she  needed  to  be  hos¬ 
pitalized  in  the  United  States  im¬ 
mediately. 

Special  interest 

For  reasons  still  unknown  to  Baker, 
an  official  took  special  interest  in 
Amy’s  case  and  hand  carried  the 
necessary  paperwork.  In  three  hours 
they  accomplished  what  normally 
takes  a  month,  he  said.  He  even  got 
Church,  Grenada,  on  Sept.  14.  She  and  special  seating  on  the  airplane,  where 
her  husband  are  natives  of  Columbus  normally  there  are  no  reserved  seats 
and  Madison,  respectively; and  moved  of  any  kind. 

to  Grenada  in  1979.  They  have  one  Nashville's  Vanderbilt  Hospital  has 
child,  Laura  Leigh.  one  gf  the  best  facilities  available  for 


Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  to  have  elective 
surgery  done  on  his  right  eye  to  re¬ 
move  shrapnel  left  there  from  Viet 
Nam. 

Then  he  was  going  to  hurry  back  to 
Ecuador  by  mid-October  to  resume 
the  sev^n  classes  he  left  other  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  teach  for  him  at  the  semi¬ 
nary. 


Hughes  Brock 

VAN  WINKLE  CHURCH,  JACKSON,  re¬ 
cently  licensed  two  of  its  young  men  to 
the  gospel  ministry,  GUY  HUGHES  and 
JOHN  TULLOS  BROCK,  students  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College.  Hughes  is  married  to 
the  tpiroer,iiaa.T.jpbs_  cj  QxfnnJ-Xhay. 
reside  with  thato  young-son-Joshua 
David  at  100  Fairmont  Apt.  B-B,  Clinton 
Brock  is  the  son  of  John.G.  Brock,  pastor 
of  Van  Winkle  Church,  and  Mrs.  Brock. 
Both  of  these  young  men  are  available 
for  pulpit  supply,  youth  revivals,  or  vari¬ 
ous  other  areas  of  ministry. 

John  W.  Tadlock  has  been  selected 
as  Baptist  campus  minister  for  Clem- 
son  University  in  South  Carolina,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Emery  Smith,  director  of 
the  Campus  Ministry  department. 
South  Carolina  Baptist  Convention. 
Tadlock  is  a  native  of  Harrisvilie, 
Miss.,  and  earned  degrees  from  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  held  several  pastorates 
in  Mississippi  before  serving  two 
schools  as  campus  minister.  Since  1968 
he  has  served  as  campus  minister  at 
Jacksonville  State  University, 
Jacksonville,  Ala.  He  and  his  wife, 
Lacey,  have  two  children,  Kristin,  16, 
and  Kelly,  8. 
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Harold  Collar,  center,  and  Malcolm  Lewis,  right,  receive  their  diplomas  from  Leon 
Young,  director  of  the  Meridian  Center  of  Seminary  Extension.  The  diplomas  were 
awarded  for  studies  in  pastoral  ministries.  Collar  is  pastor  of  Pine  Forest  Church  and 
Lewis  is  pastor  of  Pine  Grove  Church  in  Neshoba  County  and  West  Kemper  Church  in 
Kemper  County.  Young  is  director  of  missions  for  Lauderdale  Association. 


fully  upholstered  de  ws.  Shortest 
delivery  time  in  the  country— 30 
day  s  or  less. 

Call  MID  SOUTH  CHURCH 
FURNISHINGS 
504-261-5639 


FOUR  have  surrendered  to  the  minis¬ 
try  at  State  Boulevard  Church,  Meridian. 
Left  to  right:  Gene  Harrell,  Mike  Ar¬ 
rington,  pastor  W.  F.  Evans,  Calvin 
Couch,  and  Allan  Jones.  Harrell  and 
Couch  have  been  licensed  and  are  stu¬ 
dents  at  Clarke  College.  These  young 
men  are'  studying  with  the  pastor,  on 
their  responsibilities  as  a  minister  of  the 
gospel.  Arrington  and  Jones  are  stu¬ 
dents  at  Meridian  High  School. 

g  ^  Young  completed  2^1 

years  of  perfect 
V  Sunday  School  at- 

KaAi  tendance  on  Sept. 

y-2  \rgl?.  She  is  a  Sunday 
School  teacher, 
'’ju  ''  ^^■Church  Training 
teacher 

church  pianist 
4SHat  New  Hope 
y  i  f  Leake 1  where  her 

husband,  Jimmy,  is 
Young  pastor. 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Charles  R.  Livingstone,  a  16-year  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board,  has  been  elected  man¬ 
ager  of  the  board’s  materials  services 
department. 

Livingston,  52,  will  direct  the  de¬ 
partment  which  oversees  the  proces¬ 
sing,  filling  and  shipping  of  all  church 
literature  orders. 
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David  B.  Funderburk,  professor  of 
history  at  Campbell  University,  Buies 
Creek,  N.  C.  has  been  nominated  by 
President  Reagan  to  be  ambassador  to 
Romania.  Funderburk,  37,  would  be 
one  of  the  youngest  ambassadors  of 
the  U.S.  State  Department.  A  vote  on 
his  nomination  is  expected  early  this 
month.  He  and  his  wife  have  spent 
time  in  Romania  over  the  past  several 
years  and  he  plans,  upon  confirma¬ 
tion,  to  affiliate  with  a  Baptist  congre¬ 
gation  in  Bucharest,  where  the  Ameri¬ 
can  embassy  is  located.  He  is  familiar 
with  Romania,  having  spent  1971  and 
1972  there  as  a  Fulbright  student  doing 
research  and  in  1975  as  a  Foreign  Ser¬ 
vice  staff  officer.  He  was  also  there  in 
1976-77. 
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"The  Lifesaver,”  a  singing  group  of  BSU  students  in  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center's  school  of  allied  health  professions,  has  been  organized.  The  group  sings 
contemporary  Christian  songs  as  well  as  secular  songs.  Also  they  are  available  to 
discuss  the  qualifications  and  job  opportunities  in  their  health-related  fields.  Front 
row,  left  to  right:  Connie  Hardison  of  Greenwood,  Terry  Watton  of  Union,  and  Malinda 
Chamblee  of  Jackson.  Left  to  right,  second  row:  Karen  Wolverton  of  Carthage,  Becky 
Smith  of  Grenada,  Risa  Breland  of  Eupora,  Henry  Comans  of  Kosciusko,  and  Jamie 
Verell  of  Jackson.  Left  to  right,  third  row.  Susan  Hartung  of  Jackson,  Duane 
Montgomery  of  Jackson,  Joe  Barnes  of  Brandon,  and  Ronnie  Papizan  of  Jackson. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)— 
Stanton  Nash,  retiring  as  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  development  at  Golden  Gate 
Seminary  in  California,  will  join  the 
development  staff  of  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  part 
time  Dec.  1. 
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Harmony  Baptist  Church,  Union  County  held  groundbreaking  ce  re  monies  te  begin 
constructing  a  multi-purpose  building  for  additional  educational,  fellowship,  and 
recreational  space.  Mike  Smith  is  pastor. 


Oniy  you  <An  dtiif-n  Jw,  Amount  of 
•iMCtricify  you  DM.  EI*CFfic  powif  it  » 
valuably  ratouroa,  to  conserve  it  whanavar 
poaarbta.  A  tew  tips 


Mrs.  Irene  Freeman  was  presented 
a  perfect  attendance  pin  at  ML  Pleas¬ 
ant  Baptist  Church,  Gloster.  Oct.  4. 
The  pin  represents  14  years’  perfect 
attendance  in:  Sunday  School,  church 
training,  morning  and  evening  wor¬ 
ship  service,  Wednesday  night  prayer 
meeting  and  Woman’s  Missionary  Un¬ 
ion.  Hansel  Huff  is  Sunday  School 
superintendent  and  Julian  Burt  is  pas¬ 
tor. 


Mafca  tuft  your  Horn*  it  property  ioiu- 
U»ad  .  .  .  kaap  tharmoitat  at  66  dagrea* 
in  winter,  78  degrees  in  wrrvmar  ,  .  con¬ 

serve  hot  water  and  use  appliances  wisely. 
For  a  frae  folder  on  how  to  sava,  contact 
your  nearast  MPil  office. 


Ted  Baptist  Church,  Louin,  has  hon¬ 
ored  P.  A.  Cockrell  in  a  resolution  of 
appreciation  for  45  consecutive  years 
as  clerk,  35  as  treasurer,  and  27  years 
as  Sunday  School  director.  He  is  also  a 
deacon  and  executive  board  member. 
John  E.  Barrow  is  pastor. 


Joseph  H.  Powell,  president  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Memorial  Hospital  (Memphis)  re¬ 
ceived  the  Distinguished  Service 
Award  of  the  Tennessee  Hospital  As¬ 
sociation  at  the  organization’s  annual 
meeting  on  October  1. 


John  Wood  ham  is 

now  serving  as 
minister  of  music 
jand  youth  at  First 
Baptist  Church, 

| Soso,  He  previously 
served  as  interim  at 
Wildwood  Baptist 
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School  ft  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom.  Library,  Sunday 
School.  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use, 

.  EVERYTHING  FOR  ■BTTfffnj  1 J"- 

THE  SCHOOL 

and  church  KH22TM  ■ -  „  j 


Revival  Dates 


Church,  Laurel 


B  Shiloh  (Marion i:  Oct,  18-24;  Don 

Wilson,  associate  pastor  of  First  Bap- 
•  dft  f  ■■  tist  Church.  Columbia,  will  spfrak  Oct 

fff  ®  18.  David  Deweese.  minister  of  youth 

at  New  Hope  Baptist  church,  will 
IW  j^a  W  \  speak  the  evening  of  the  19th.  and  Tom 

J  iJH  /  \  W  Cox,  evangelist  from  Dallas.  Tex  ,  will 

/  '  m  speak  the  rest  of  the  services;  Rex 

I  v  \  M  Lucas  will  be  music  evangelist  as- 

H  /  I  -  ,  Hh  ft  sisted  by  Mona  and  David  Deweese. 

*  r*'  "  -  i-:  -»•]  ■  Thursday  through  Saturday  evenings 

g *  a  Lunch  will  be  served  at  church  follow 

,/V  ft  Jk  ing  morning  services  An  afternoon 

-  wZ  \  ^  service  will  be  held  at  2  pm  Bob 

t-  SHHHBHHL  wT  |  Goolsby  is  pastor 

MARILYN  WATSON,  DEAN  FAGAN,  and  PEGGY  ROBINSON,  pictured,  received  Eastview  (Lauderdale):  Oct.  18-21; 
certificate*  from  Mrs.  AnneSulllvan.OnPromotionDayintheSundaySchoolatWest  Danny  Lafferty  of  Ocean  Springs, 
Laurel  Church,  Mrs.  Sullivan,  director  of  the  high  school  youth  department,  planned  evangelist;  services  at  7  p.m. 
a  special  commissioning  sen/ice  for  those  who  had  graduated  from  high  school  and 
were  moving  to  the  young  adult  department.  She  presented  a  certificate  to  each  one 

present  which  read,  "You  are  hereby  commissioned  an  adult  in  the  Kingdom.  Go  Nashville,  Tenn.  ( BP  1— Attendance 
forth  to  serve  the Lord  all  the  days  of  your  adult  life  God  s  blessings  and  our  prayers  at  Southern  Baptists  ’  two  national  con- 
go  with  you,”  She  also  gave  each  a  cepy  of  the  bodk.  THE  GREATEST  MIRACLE  IN  ference  centers  registered  a  slight  in- 
THE  WORLD  by  CtaJWsndino.  Others  not  pictured  but  "commissioned"  were  Joan  crease  with  58,884  persons  attending 
Eilzey,  Gary  Little.  James  Phillips,  Deidra  Taylor  .  Chsrfeng_Sibley.  Paula  Powell,  and  summer  sessions  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.) 
TomHilbun.  ‘  W\  and  Glorieta  (N.M.) 


Macedonia  Church,  Calhoun  Coun¬ 
ty,  has  called  Tim  Horton  as  pastor. 
Members  welcomed  him  with  a  mis¬ 
cellaneous  shower. 


1  SR  AEL-EGYF»T-ROME- ATHENS 

"JANUARY  IN  JERUSALEM" 


Mt.  Moriah  i Calhoun)  has  called 
Jimmy  Pinkerton  from  First,  Craw- 
fordsvitle,  Ark.  as  pastor. 

Jerry  Roberson  has  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  Pilgrim  Rest,  CaJhoun 
County. 


Pleasant  Hill,  Calhoun  County  has 
called  David  Hamilton  as  pastor  and 
James  Caulder  (who  has  been  serving 
as  interim  pastor)  as  music  director. 
Hamilton  and  his  wife  moved  from 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

Sherman  Church,  Calhoun  County, 
has  called  Ricky  Camp  from  Pontotoc 
County  as  pastor  Camp  was  licensed 
on  Sunday,  Sept.  20  , 


Join  U»  for  Our  tsth  Annual  Bible  Lamia  Seminar 
Daily  Lectures  and  Study  Sominar 


Pastor  •  Layman  •  S.S.  Toachor  »  Student 
College  It  Seminary  Credit  Ottered 


BIBLELAND  TRAVEL,  1202  South  Third,  Suit*  A,  Louisville,  KY  40203 
Pit  On*;  (502)  636-9211  Kathy  Dehoney.  Director 
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French  church  members  _  Baptist  hams 


warned  to  stay  away 


organize 


The  King  overcoming  temptation 


By  Lewis  Sewell,  paster 
First  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 
Matthew  4:1-11 

Following  bis  baptism  Jesus  af¬ 
firmed  the  nature  of  his  work  as  Mes¬ 
siah  through  the  process  of  being 
tempted.  Although  “then"  does  not 
always  in  Matthew  convey  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  “immediately  after”  what  was 
recorded  previously,  all  the  Synoptic 
Gospels  (Matthew,  Mark,  Luke)  imply 
that  the  temptations  of  Jesus  followed 
at  once  after  his  baptism. 

The  expression  “was  led  up  of  tbe 
Spirit”  indicates  that  it  was  the  divine 
will  that  Jesus,  now  fully  conscious  of 
his  unique  Sonship  and  fully  aware  of 
his  vocation  as  the  ideal  Servant  of 
God,  should  be  tempted  to  be  disobe¬ 
dient  to  the  implications  of  that  voca¬ 
tion.  By  overcoming  such  temptation 
Jesus  would  be  able  to  begin  his  minis¬ 
try  which  would  climax  in  his  obedi¬ 
ence  unto  the  death  on  the  cross. 

I.  Tbe  temptation  based  on  hanger 

(4:1-4). 

To  understand  fully  the  temptation 
Satan  laid  before  Jesus,  you  must 
realize  that  Jesus  was  actually  hun¬ 
gry.  Jesus  had  gone  into  “the  wilder¬ 
ness.  ”  This  indicates  he  left  the  Jordan 
River,  below  sea  level  at  this  point, 
and  went  westward  to  the  wilderness 
heights!  There,  Jesus  followed  the 
usual  Oriental  custom  of  fasting  as  he 
faced  a  spiritual  decision. 

Jesus  had  to  determine  the  kind  of 
Messiah  he  was  to  be .  The  “forty  days 
and  forty  nights”  of  abstaining  from 
food  other  than  what  the  desert  pro¬ 
vided  left  Jesus  weak  and  almost 
starved. 

This  fast  is  similar  to  the  fast  of 
Moses  when  he  was  “with  the  Lord”  on 
Mount  Sinai  (Ex.  34:28).  In  Jesus’ 
hungry  condition  it  was  possible  for 
Satan  to  suggest  to  him  that  it  would  be 
fitting  for  him  to  exercise  his  super¬ 
natural  powers  to  create  bread  to  eat. 

But  Jesus,  whose  king  meditations 
upon  Scripture  (the  Old  Testament) 
during  “the  hidden  years”  atNazareth 
now  bore  fruit,  was  well  aware  that  his 
Father  had  subjected  him  to  the  dis¬ 
cipline  of  his  fast  tor  precisely  the 
same  purpose  that  Israel  had  been 
“suffered  to  hunger"  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness.  It  was  that  the  supreme  lesson  he 
learned  that  “man  shall  not  live  by 
bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that 
proceed eth  out  of  tile  mouth  of  God” 
(Deut.  8:3). 

The  Father  who  had  called  him  and 
submitted  him  to  temptation,  would  in 
his  own  good  time  supply  the  physical 


necessities  of  his  Son.  The  duty  of 
Jesus  was  to  be  obedient  to  his  call, 
and  not  to  decide  for  himself  either  the 
moment  or  tbe  manner  in  which  his 
fast  should  be  ended. 

Satan  was  for  real  in  the  temptation 
of  Jesus.  Satan  knew  of  the  Messiah- 
ship  of  Jesus.  This  is  indicated  in  verse 
three,  “If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God. .  .’’is 
not  designed  to  tempt  Jesus  to  doubt 
his  Messiahship.  Rather,  the  tempta¬ 
tion  is  more  subtle.  It  conveys  the 
meaning  of  “since.” 

The  devil  is  in  fact  not  challenging 
Jesus  to  show  some  proof  that  he  really 
is  God’s  Son,  but  tempting  him  to  dis¬ 
play  an  unwillingness  to  render  to  his 
Father  the  complete  obedience  that 
true  Sonship  demands. 

Satan  appeals  to  the  selfish  instinct 
of  self-preservation.  Will  Jesus  use  his 
power  far  his  own  benefit?  No!  Will 
Jesus  wait  far  God  to  guide  him  in  the 
use  of  his  power  and  position?  Yes ! 

Moreover,  included  in  the  tempta¬ 
tion  to  use  his  power  as  Messiah  to 
meet  his  own  physical  needs  was  the 
decision  that  Jesus  made  not  to  be  a 
Messiah  who  concentrated  his  minis¬ 
try  solely  on  meeting  tbe  physical 
needs  of  people. 

n.  Tbe  temptation  to  gain  acclaim 

(4:MD. 

The  scene  of  the  second  temptation 
is  Jerusalem,  “the  holy  city.”  Tradi¬ 
tion  expected  the  Messiah  to  announce 
himself  in  the  Temple  in  a  spectacular 
way.  What  could  be  more  spectacular 
or  more  attention  getting  than  jump¬ 
ing  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  Temple 
and  letting  God  the  Father  save  him? 

So  the  temptation  is:  If  Jesus  would  l 


kingdoms  of  the  world."  In  his  mind’s 
eye  Jesus  saw  the  world,  which  all  lies 
within  the  Kingdom  God’s  Son  is  to 
win.  How  can  be  win  it— cheap  and 
easy  and  quick,  or  in  obedience  to  God 
the  Father  and  put  the  burden  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  choice  on  every  indi¬ 
vidual? 

Satan  tempted  for  an  easy  answer: 
Serve  the  devil  and  rule  the  world.  In 
modern  language  the  temptation 
might  be:  be  practical,  realistic, 
ready  to  compromise;  “the  end  jus¬ 
tifies  the  means.”  To  help  people  you 
must  get  position  and  power ;  the  good 
you  will  do  will  justify  the  necessary 
compromises  that  promise  quick  re¬ 
sults.  But  this  calls  for  divided  loyalty . 

Jesus  said,  “No  man  can  serve  two 
masters.”  He  knew  this  in  his  refusal 
to  yield  to  Satan’s  temptation  for  a 
hasty  seizure  of  Messianic  role  and  au¬ 
thority.  Jesus  committed  to  give  full, 
undivided  service  of  God  the  Father. 
In  his  decision  and  success  in  turning 
back  Satan’s  temptations  Jesus  set  tbe 
pattern  for  all  of  us. 


Charity  is  twice  blessed— it  blesses 
him  who  gives  and  him  that  receives. 


VAULX  EN  VELIN,  France 
(BP)— Police  have  warned  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  Mark  Sutton  and 
his  church  congregation  not  to  return 
to  their  meeting  place  for  services,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  church’s  latest  encounter 
with  vandalism  Sept  6.  4 

During  the  worship  service  a 
member’s  car  was  stolen  and  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  after  its  windows  were 
smashed,  upholstery  torn  up  and  the 
car  apparently  backed  into  a  pole.  The 
owners,  a  young  couple  from  Mar¬ 
tinique  with  four  children,  are  leaders 
in  the  congregation. 

Another  member  had  seen  some 
people  attempting  to  enter  his  car  ear¬ 
lier  that  morning  and  had  run  themoff. 
_  In  past  months  the  church  has  had 
three  {date  glass  windows  broken,  the 
frontdoor  and  two  small  rear  windows 
shattered  and  a  metal  security  door  in 
the  rear  of  the  church  crushed  and  its 
concrete  supports  chipped  away.  Dur¬ 
ing  an  evening  service  a  gunman  fired 
into  the  congregation,  but  no  one  was 
injured. 

Because  vandalism  has  escalated  in 
recent  months,  the  church  had  given 
notice  of  moving  out  of  their  rented 
hall  by  the  end  of  September.  But  the 
day  following  the  latest  attack,  mem¬ 
bers  moved  chairs,  the  pulpit  and 
hymnals  to  a  member’s  garage,  where 
they  [dan  to  bold  services  until  they 
can  relocate. 


“The  spirit  of  the  members  of  the 
church  was  really  good  in  a  meeting 
held  Sunday  afternoon  to  make  deci¬ 
sions,”  Sutton  reported.  “They  talked 
out  their  shock  and  anger  and  then  got 
down  to  business.” 

Members  have  been  searching  for 
another  hall  to  rent,  but  when  land¬ 
lords  learn  their  building  will  be  used 
for  a  church,  they  are  reluctant  to  rent. 
Many  Protestant  churches  have  been 
vandalized  since  the  first  of  the  year. 

Police  believe  some  members  of  the 
large  Arab  community,  who  wish  to 
rid  the  area  of  all. non-Arabs,  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  tbe  vandalism ,  which  has 
not  been  limited  to  churches. 

More  cars  were  destroyed  Sunday 
evening  in  a  parking  area  next  to  the 
church  and  several  policemen  were  in¬ 
jured. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Ham  Radio 
Association  met  Sept.  19,  at  the  Baptist 
Building  in  Jackson.  Officers  elected 
were  Larry  McKay,  K5MK,  president; 
Eugene  Dobbs,  WA5VFP,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  Lawrence  Moore  ,  AD50, 
secretary-treasurer;  James  Smith, 
WA5UDQ,  engineer. 

Officers  of  the  association  are  now 
working  on  by-laws  and  a  constitution. 
Members  of  tbe  Mississippi  group  are 
now  meeting  on  Sunday  afternoons 
with  Baptists  from  Oklahoma  and 
Texas  on  the  Baptist  Network,  72.75. 
Officers  are  also  setting  dates  for  fu¬ 
ture  meetings  of  Baptist  Hams  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi. 

Ham  operators  in  Mississippi  who 
are  Baptists  are  invited  to  join  this 
group.  Information  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Brotherhood  Department, 
Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.,  ' 


“Devotional- 


The  “ third ”  comriyandment 


Southern  Baptists  enter 
55  counties  since  1979 


ATLANTA  (BP) -Since  1979,  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  have  started  new 
churches  and  missions  in  55  counties 
where  they  had  no  work  before,  leav¬ 
ing  512  counties  in  the  nation  with  no 
not  use  his  power  to  save  himself  from  -  Southern  Baptist  church  or  mission; 
starvation  or  to  meet  his  own  need,  according  to  a  Home  Mission  Board 
would  he  not  create  a  situation  where  report. 

God  would  use  his  power  to  save  him?  The  1981  update  on  unentered  coun- 


Surely  God  would  protect  his  Son  from 
injury  or  death. 

Satan  quotes  Scripture  (Ps.  91 : 11)  to 
justify  his  challenge  to  Jesus.  Psalm 
91:11-12  promises  God’s  care  to  those 
who  “have  made  the  Lord  your  re¬ 
fuge.”  This  is  a  pious  sounding  misuse 
of  Scripture.  Jesus  refused  to  test  God. 
Jesus  accepted  the  assurance  of  Son- 
ship  and  refused  to  doubt  God  or  to 
work  a  miracle  to  satisfy  doubt  in  any¬ 
one  else. 

Both  of  the  first  two  temptations  led 
to  the  third. 

m.  The  temptation  to  gain  worldy 
kingdoms  (4:8-11). 

The  third  temptation  hardly  refers 
to  any  mountain  Jesus  knew.  From  no 
mougtaji)  equ)d  he  survey  “(til  the 


ties  (those  without  an  SBC  church  or 
mission)  shows.  “Bold  Mission  Thrust 
has  had  a  definite  effect  on  starting 
new  work,  especially  in  pioneer 
areas,”  said  Clay  Price,  author  of  the 
report  and  HMB  missions  researcher. 

But  his  findings  also  suggest  it  will 
be  “harder  and  harder  to  enter  some 
counties  in  the  future,  especially  rural 
counties  with  very  small  populations 
and  a  strong  church  of  a  denomination 
with  beliefs  similar  to  ours,”  Price 
said. 

Consequently,  be  noted,  “We  may 
begin  focusing  more  of  our  resources 
on  major  metropolitan  areas  where 
the  needs  are  more  pressing.” 

The  first  study  of  unentered  counties 
in  1973  found  832  counties  without  SBp 


churches.  In  1975,  the  number  fell  to 
585.  By  1979,  there  were  542  counties 
across  the  nation  without  a  Southern 
Baptist  church  or  mission: 

The  1981  report  reveals  that  while 
new  work  was  begun  in  55  previously 
unentered  counties,  churches  or  mis¬ 
sions  in  25  other  counties  had  dis¬ 
banded  since  the  1979  count,  resulting 
in  a  net  drop  of  30  in  the  number  of 
unentered  counties. 

Price  attributed  the  deaths  of  SBC 
churches  or  missions  in  those  25  coun¬ 
ties  to  “natural  causes,”  such  as  pas¬ 
tors  or  church  families  moving  out  of 
the  area. 

Just  over  half  (52  percent)  of  the 
remaining  unentered  counties  are  in 
five  of  28  states:  Nebraska,  Min¬ 
nesota,  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  South 
Dakota. 

The  1981  survey  shows  that  1.5  mill¬ 
ion  people  have  gained  access  to  a 
county  SBC  church  or  mission  since 
1979?While  approximately  10.3  million 
people,  or  five  percent  of  the  U.S. 
population,  are  still  without  a  Southern 
Baptist  church  in  their  area. 


By  Graham  L.  Hales,  chaplain 
Forrest  General  Hospital,  Hattiesburg 
Matthew  22:3449 

Ever  get  a  little  depressed?  Blue?  Down  on  yourself?  Maybe,  sometimes  feel 
that  you  are  just  not  worth  having  around?  I  often  encounter  folks  in  the  hospital 
and  in  churches  who  have  these  feelings.  They  remind  me  of  a  little  girl  I  heard 
about  who  was  found  in  France  after  World  War  I.  A  large 
group  of  lost  children  had  been  brought  together  in  an  attempt 
to  find  out  who  they  were  and  if  their  parents  were  still  alive. 
Many  happy  reunions  took  place.  When  the  time  came  to 
question  this  little  girl,  who  was  asked,  “And,  who  are  you?” 
She  answered,  “I  ain’t  nobody’s  nothing!"  I’m  certain  there 
are  many  reasons  for  these  types  of  feelings.  One  basic  cause, 
however,  is  that  many  people  have  not  heard  of  the  “third” 
commandment 

-  Love  God 

Hales  When  Jesus  was  asked  to  give  the  great  commandment  by  a 

group  of  Pharisees,  he  answered  that  one  should  love  God  with  his  whole  being, 
heart  soul’and  mind. Mostchurchfcfks  know  this,  atleast  in  their  beads.  In  fact, 
some  of  us  often  feel  guilty  because  we  feel  we  don't  love  God  enough.  How  does 
one  increase  his  love  of  God? 

Love  Your  Neighbor 

Jesus  added  a  second  commandment  to  the  first.  A  person  should  also  love  his 
neighbor  as  himself.  That’s  a  little  harder  to  do.  We  can  see  and  hear  and  rub 
shoulders  with  our  neighbors  and  some  of  them  are  not  so  likable.  They  do  things 
to  us  that  we  don't  like.  Sometimes  they  even  gossip  about  us,  or  cheat  us  in 
business,  or  act  rudely  toward  us.  Such  conduct  is  not  pleasant.  It  hurts.  So,  how 
do  we  increase  our  ability  to  love  the  neighbor? 

Love  Yourself 

The  key  may  be  in  this  “third”  commandment  that  is  often  overlooked.  If  we 
love  our  neighbor  as  we  love  ourselves,  don’t  we  first  have  to  love  ourselves  in  a 
healthy  way?  Unless  we  develop  a  healthy  attitude  toward  ourselves,  we  will 
tend  to  have  an  unhealthy  attitude  toward  our  neighbor  and  may  often  try  to  use 
God  rather  than  love  him. 

So,  how  does  one  love  oneself?  I  think  it  begins  when  we  recognize  that  God 
loves  us  just  as  we  are,  no  matte-  what  we  have  done,  or  do.  That’s  what  the  word 
GRACE  is  all  about.  God  loves  us  first,  while  we  are  yet  sinners.  When  we 
experience  the  truth  of  this,  we  can  begin  to  accept  and  love  ourselves  as  God's 
creations.  This  frees  us  to  love  our  neighbor  as  God  has  loved  us.  And,  as  we 
increase  in  our  experience  of  loving  our  neighbors  whom  we  do  see  and  hear ,  we 
find  that  our  love  for  God  grows  tremendously.  Try  it  Jesus  commanded  it  for 
our  abundant  lives. 
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God  acts  to  liberate 


God’s  controversy 


By  Joel  E.  Haire,  pastor 
First  Crystal  Springs 
Exodus  12 : 38-32:  13:2142;  14:3841; 

15:14, 13 

Time  passes  slowly  for  one  who  is 
awaiting  a  day  of  liberation.  A  person 
who  is  ill  may  count  the  hours  as  days 
and  the  days  as  weeks  when  waiting 
for  release  from  pain  and  suffering.  To 
be  liberated  from  these  is  a  moment  by 
moment  longing.  Another  person  may 
desire  liberation  from  loneliness.  Such 
liberation  may  be  possible  only  as 
loved  ones  who  have  been  away  return 
home.  At  times  it  may  seem  that  such 
loneliness  will  never  be  over. 

The  children  of  Israel  waited  a  long 
time  for  their  liberation  from  Egypt. 
There  must  have  been  times  when  they 
felt  it  would  never  come.  However, 
God  is  always  faithful  to  his  promises. 
Even  though  he  may  not  act  as  quickly 
as  we  want,  he  will  carry  out  bis  pur¬ 
poses  for-his  people. 

God  got  his  leader  and  his  people 
ready.  Then  when  the  time  was  right 
and  all  was  ready  he  acted  to  liberate 
his  people. 

I.  A  cry  in  Egypt  that  overcame 
Pharaoh  (12:3*42). 

It  is  amazing  how  patiently  God  can 
work  with  any  people  to  bring  them  to 
an  understanding  of  his  power  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  his  will.  God  could  have 
destroyed  the  Egyptians  immediately. 
Instead  he  confronted  them  with  nine 
plagues.  Any  one  of  these  should  have 
brought  Pharaoh  and  his  people  to  the 
point  of  submission.  They  could  have 
obeyed  God  and  made  it  so  much  bet¬ 
ter  for  themselves.  Instead,  in  plague 
after  plague  Pharaoh  chose  rebellion 
and  hardness  of  heart.  Pharaoh  made 
this  a  contest  of  whether  he  would  be  a 
god  or  whether  Jehovah  would  be  God. 
Even  though  he  was  the  head  of  a  pow¬ 
erful  kingdom,  Pharaoh  became  a 
loser  when  he  challenged  God. 

Nine  plagues  were  brought  on  Egypt 
and  still  I  srael  was  not  free.  It  became 
evident  that  only  an  extreme  measure 
would  bring  the  right  results  that  were 
long  overdue.  Therefore,  God  brought 
the  death  of  the  firstborn  in  every 
Egyptian  home  including  Pharaoh’s 
home. 

Since  the  time  of  the  fourth  plague 
none  had  fallen  on  Goshen  where  the 
Israelites  lived.  Now  there  was  a  way 
for  them  to  escape  the  worst  plague  of 
all.  The  death  of  the  firstborn  would 
not  occur  among  thq  Israelites  if  they 
followed  the  instructions  God  gave  to 


Moses  and  Aaron.  Each  household  was 
to  take  a  lamb  without  blemish  and  kill 
it  The  blood  from  that  lamb  must  be 
sprinkled  over  the  door  and  on  the  two 
sides  of  the  door.  When  the  angel  of 
death  passed  through  the  land  that 
night  to  claim  the  firstborn  of  the 
Egyptians,  he  would  see  the  blood  on 
the  doors  of  the  Israelite  homes.  He 
would  pass  over  the  Israelite  homes 
and  their  firstborn  would  not  die. 

When  midnight  came  there  was  a 
greatcry  in  Egypt  While  the  firstborn 
of  the  Israelites  were  safe  the  firstborn 
of  the  Egyptians  had  died.  No  Egyp¬ 
tian  home  was  spared. 

The  great  cry  in  Egypt  caused 
Pharaoh  to  send  forth  an  urgent  cry. 
He  called  for  Moses  and  Aaron  by 
night.  Before,  they  had  been  a  bother 
to  him  and  he  did  not  want  to  see  them. 

The  cry  in  Egypt  that  overcame 
Pharaoh  allowed  no  compromise.  In 
facing  the  earlier  plagues,  Pharaoh 
had  sought  such  compromises  as  the 
men  going,  but  leaving  their  familes 
behind,  or  leaving  their  flocks  and 
herds.  Now  Pharaoh  accepted  Moses’ 
terms. 

Pharaoh  was  rendered  helpless  by 
the  cry  in  Egypt.  His  own  people  would 
not  stand  by  any  longer.  They  made  it 
known  that  they  were  ready  to  let  Is¬ 
rael  go.  Pharaoh  was  a  defeated  man 
before  God.  He  had  no  choice.  He  had 
to  surrender  his  will  to  God's  will, 
ft.  A  pillar  of  domi  by  day  and  fire  by 
night  that  overshadowed  God’s 
people  (13:2142). 

God  was  accomplishing  his  will.  His 
people  would  be  liberated.  They  were 
free  to  leave  Egypt  Preparation  was 
made  and  they  started  on  their  jour¬ 
ney.  However,  their  trials  and  hard¬ 
ships  were  not  over. 

It  was  evident  that  Israel  would  need 
more  than  good  wishes  for  a  successful 
journey.  There  would  be  the  need  for 
God's  continued  presence,  protection 
and  blessings.  God  did  not  liberate  tbe 
Israelites  in  Egypt  to  leave  them  on 
their  journey.  He  would  see  them 
through  every  moment  of  difficulty 
and  discouragement  God  had  prom¬ 
ised  to  go  with  them  and  he  made  the 
fulfillment  of  this  promise  very,  evi¬ 
dent.  The  evidence  was  seen  in  a  pillar 
of  cloud  by  day  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by 
night.  This  brought  protection  to  God 's 
people  but  a  barrier  and  hindrance  to 
the  enemy. 

At  night  this  cloud  was  a  brilliant 
light  tint  illuminated  the  entire  camp. 


With  the  coming  of  day  the  fire  became 
a  cloud  which  spread  over  them  and 
protected  them  from  the  sun. 

in.  A  salvation  that  overwhelmed 
Israel  (14:3*41). 

With  freedom  still  fresh  on  then- 
minds  the  children  of  Israel  would  face 
a  test  that  would  challenge  their  will  to 
be  a  free  people.  After  they  made  their 
journey  out  of  Egypt  they  had  to  face 
the  Red  Sea.  There  appeared  to  be  no 
way  across  this  body  of  water.  Then- 
problem  was  magnified  to  the  point  of 
horror  when  they  realized  that  the 
Egyptians  had  followed  them. 

Hearts  that  had  tasted  freedom  now 
turned  on  Moses.  They  complained 
about  a  leader  who  would  take  them, 
out  of  bondage  only  to  bring  them  into 
a  worse  fate. 

In  a  moment  of  hopelessness  the 
greatness  of  God  was  seen.  God  com¬ 
manded  Moses  to  stretch  out  his  hand 
over  the  sea.  God  divided  the  waters 
and  the  Israelites  walked  through  on 
dry  ground.  When  the  Egyptians  tried 
to  follow,  their  entire  army  was  de¬ 
stroyed. 

God  brought  a  complete  salvation. 
No  Israelites  were  destroyed.  All 
made  it  to  the  other  side. 

God  brought  a  great  salvation.  The 
people  could  not  comprehend  what 
God  had  done.  Yet,  there  they  were  on 
the  other  side  in  safety .  There  could  be 
no  doubt  about  it,  God  had  acted  and 
they  were  free.  It  was  a  time  to  rever¬ 
ence,  believe,  and  praise  the  Lord. 

IV.  A  song  that  overjoyed  tin  children 
of  Israel  (13:14, 13). 

It  was  a  time  for  singing.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  Israel  had  no  song  of  joy  in 
their  hearts  when  they  were  oppres¬ 
sed.  They  didn't  feel  like  singing,  but 
that  had  changed.  Now  they  felt  like 
singing  and  had  something  to  sing  ab¬ 
out. 

When  I  hear  singing  1  like  to  feel  that 
there  is  a  real  message  in  that  song.  I 
want  it  to  be  a  message  that  helps  me 
know  of  God’s  greatness  and  become  a 


By  Jerry  E.  Oswalt,  pastor 
Second  Avenue,  Laurel 
Micah  4:1-18 

Tbe  political,  moral,  and  spiritual 
situations  of  both  Israel  and  Judah 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  eighth 
Century  B.  C.  were  deplorable.  Both 
nations  had  become  so  weakened  polit¬ 
ically  that  they  were  no  more  than 
pawns  in  the  hands  of  neighboring 
countries. 

Israel  was  ultimately  destroyed  by 
Assyria  in  722  B.C.  and  Judah  only 
miraculously  escaped  the  same  fate. 
The  form  of  immorality  that  appa¬ 
rently  distressed  the  prophets  the 
most  was  coveteousness.  Greed  bred 
extreme  corruption  among  nobles  and 
judges  as  they  united  through  bribery 
to  rob  the  poor  and  among  some 
priests  and  prophets  as  they  practiced 
a  condoning  religion  for  hire  (2:2; 
3:14;  3:9-11). 

Religion  was  big  on  ritual  and  small 
on  righteousness  (8:6,7).  The  people 
faithfully  practiced  religious  rituals 
while  really  worshiping  wealth.  Also, 
there  was  widespread  idolatry.  In 
spite  of  all  this  the  people  apparently 
had  a  false  sense  of  security  because  of 
a  naive  attitude  toward  their  covenant 
relationship  with  the  Lord.  Their  slo¬ 
gan  was  “Is  not  the  Lord  in  our  midst? 
Calamity  will  not  come  upon  us"  (3, 
lib).  It  was  no  time  for  the  real 
prophets  of  God  to  pull  punches  and 
they  didn’t. 

The  word  of  God  came  forth  from 
Amos  and  Hosea  to  Israel  and  from 
Isaiah  and  Micah  to  Judah  in  such  an 
eloquent  and  forceful  fashion  that 
their  work  has  become  known  as  the 
“Golden  Age”  of  Old  Testament 
prophecy.  Micah,  a  peasant  of  Judah, 
identifying  with  the  oppressed  poor  of 
his  country  and  sensing  the  righteous 
indignation  of  the  Holy  God,  felt 
strongly  motivated  to  take  God’s  mes¬ 
sage  to  Judah  (3:8).  He  presented  the 
message  of  our  text  as  a  legal  contest 
between  the  Lord  and  his  people. 

I.  God’s  indlctmeat  (1:1-3) 

The  Lord  announced  a  lawsuit 


stronger  person  in  him.  against  his  people.  He  was  the  plain- 

I srael ’s  was  a  song  with  a  message.  tiff  They  were  the  defendants. 

'teganwithtii 


It  told  of  the  gloriously  triumphant 
God.  He  was  the  source  of  Israel’s 
strength  and  song.  Only  in  him  was 
their  salvation  accomplished.  He  was 
to  be  exalted  above  all. 

We  have  something  to  sing  about  as 
Christians.  Through  Christ  at  Calvary 
God  liberated  us.  We  are  free  and  he 
keeps  us  free. 


The  contest  began  with  the  Lord  pre¬ 
senting  his  argument  As  he  appealed 
to  his  people  to  come  forth  with  some 
justification  for  their  sins,  asking 
them  what  he  has  done  to  them  to 
cause  their  rebellion,  he  appeared 
more  like  a  grieved  father  abused  by 
his  children  than  an  emotionally  de¬ 
tached  prosecutor  (6:3). 


He  went  on  to  make  a  list  of  some  of 
tbe  roost  outstanding  redemptive  acts 
be  had  performed  for  his  people.  First, 
he  referred  them  to  the  Exodus  from 
Egypt  in  which  be  set  them  free  from 
slavery.  This  remains  today  the 
foremost  act  of  God  in  the  life  of  the 
people  of  the  Old  Covenant  (6:4). 

Then,  be  asked  them  to  recall  his 
gracious  dealings  with  them  in  the 
Balak-Balaam  incident  (6:5a).  Balak, 
king  of  Moab,  conspired  with  the 
Midianites  to  have  Balaam,  a  noted 
soothsayer,  pronounce  a  curse  upon 
Israel,  but  the  Lead  intervened,  con¬ 
straining  Balaam  to  utter  blessings 
rather  than  curses  upon  Israel  (Num. 
22-24,  Deut  23:5,8). 

Finally,  God  reminded  them  of  his 
constant  blessings  in  all  that  trans¬ 
pired  in  their  trek  from  Shittim  to  Gil- 
gal  (6:5b). 

God  wanted  his  people  to  remember 
all  his  mighty  acts  in  their  lives  so  that 
they  would  be  motivated  to  repent  of 
their  rebellion  against  him.  Similarly, 
the  Christians’  remembrance  of  God's 
mighty  act  in  Jesus  Christ  to  redeem 
them  from  sin  is  always  a  stimulus  to 
repentance  from  failure  and  also  to 
deeper  commitment  to  obedience. 
This  is  one  of  the  primary  purposes  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  ( I. 
Cor.  11:24-28). 

ft.  His  people’s  response  (4:6,7) 

The  people,  realizing  they  had  no 
adequate  defense  against  God’s  just 
indictment,  decided  to  ask  if  there  was 
anything  they  could  do  to  compensate 
for  their  sins. 

They  believed  that  perhaps  all  they 
had  to  do  was  multiply  their  sacrificial 
offerings  and  God  would  exonerate 
them.  They  were  perfectly  willing  to 
increase  the  number  of  burnt  offerings 
for  the  expiation  of  their  sins 

They  were  even  willing  to  offer  their 
children  as  sin  offerings.  Anything  or 
anybody  that  would  free  them  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  their  immoral  practices 
Iras  expendable. 

Only  God  knows  how  many  families 
have  been  sacrificed  because  they  be¬ 
came  expendable  in  man's  lusts. 

IH.  His  prophet’s  reply  (4:6)  "*■ 

The  prophet  replied  to  the  inapprop¬ 
riate  and  inadequate  response  of  God’s 
people.  They  already  knew  what  God 
required.  It  was  no  secret.  It  had  not 
been  hidden.  They  had  just  ignored  it 
and  substituted  ritual  for  it  God  al¬ 
ways  preferred  obedience  to  ritual 
from  his  people. 

How  could  they  have  constantly 


missed  that  central  truth  of  the  Old 
Covenant  (Ps.  51:16,17)?  How  do  his 
people  today  manage  to  miss  it  as  one 
of  the  key  teachings  of  the  New  Coven¬ 
ant  (James  1:22;  Eph.  2:10)?  Pa¬ 
tiently,  the  prophet  taught  again  the 
heart  of  the  Law  given  at  Sinai. 

The  essence  of  the  last  four  com¬ 
mandments  was  given  in  the  first  two 
requirements  mentioned  by  Micah 
and  the  heart  of  tbe  last  six  com¬ 
mandments  was  expressed  in  the  last 
requirement  First,  God  required  that 
his  people  practice  justice.  This  meant 
that  they  were  to  behave  toward  others 
and  toward  God  in  accord  with  God’s 
teachings.  Thus  they  would  treat 
others  right. 

Second,  God  required  that  his  people 
love  mercy  or  kindness.  This  was  a 
higher  quality  than  mere  justice.  Jus¬ 
tice  must  be  tempered  by  kindness  and 
mercy.  This  quality  helped  God’s 
people  to  implement  appropriately  the 
standards  demanded  by  justice. 

Third,  God  demanded  that  his 
people  walk  humbly  with  him.  The 
spirit  of  dependance  upon  God  and 
submission  to  the  will  of  God  enabled 
his  people  to  draw  upon  his  strength 
and  wisdom  for  the  meeting  of  the  first 
two  requirements.  In  summary,  the 
two  salient  truths  of  this  significant 
verse  (8:8)  are:  (1)  real  religion  is 
more  than  right  ritual.  Outward  ex¬ 
pressions  of  worship  do  not  please  God 
unless  they  come  from  lives  that  seek 
to  live  out  his  truths;  (2)  real  religion 
can  only  be  discovered  through  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  God  that  is  de¬ 
rived  from  a  humble  approach  to  him. 
IV.  God’s  Warning  (4:4-14) 

Micah  wanted  his  people  to  fear  God 
so  he  expressed  again  a  warning  simi¬ 
lar  to  previous  ones  ( Chs .  2  and  3 ).  The 
impending  calamities  would  be  ulti¬ 
mately  not  the  result  of  the  lust  of  a 
conquering  foe  but  the  expression  of 
God's  sovereign  will  over  the  nations. 

God  was  the  one  who  “appointed  the 
time”  (8:9).  The  people  are  con¬ 
demned  for  continued  unethical  busi¬ 
ness  practices  and  idolatry  (6:10-12, 
16a).  Because  of  their  persistent  re¬ 
bellion,  God  would  judge  his  people 
with  disasters' inflicted  by  a  military 
invasion  (4:13-15,  14b). 

Micah  felt  deeply  the  struggle  of  the 
poor  and  he  cried  out  against  it,  warn¬ 
ing  oOGod’s  judgment  upon  those  who 
inflicted  it.  God’s  people  must  always 
be  sensitive  and  responsive  to  the 
needs  of  the  poor.  Trends  today  may 
indicate  a  growing  unconcern.  Let  us 
beware. 


